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Hit: Washington, D.C., Philadelphia, Boston, New York City and John Carroll 
by Hurricane Sandy miss: Thousands of people along the Eastern Seaboard 

are now experiencing flooding and widespread power outages
 Hit/miss:For the first time in nearly a decade, China will gain new leaders, 

as Xi Jinping becomes the general secretary of the largest nation in the world 
miss: A series of bombings by Iraqi insurgents leave dozens dead  Hit: Former 
Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi is sentenced to four years in prison for 
tax evasion  miss: Due to a long process of appeals within the Italian judicial 

system, and a statute of limitations set to expire next year, he may never serve 
it Hit: Sweden converts its country’s waste into energy, and has been so suc-

cessful that they have begun importing trash from other countries  miss: Syria’s 
holiday cease-fire failed Hit/miss:  The presidential election season is winding 
to a close miss: Swiss Bank UBS AG plans on cutting as many as 10,000 em-
ployees, or about 15 percent of the staff, in an effort to shrink its ailing invest-
ment bank miss: Nick Cage Hit: A new collection of Kurt Vonnegut’s letters 

has been published Hit/miss:  Disney bought Lucasfilm for $4 billion and says 
that it will continue the Star Wars franchise with a seventh film miss: An unex-
ploded bomb from World War II is found next to a runway at a Japanese airport
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Editorial
It’s a woman’s world

Over the next year or so, Grasselli Library and Breen 
Learning Center will be seeing some updates in policies 
and procedures. These updates aim to make the library 
more accessible and useful to students. 

In addition to the creation of quiet working space for 
the students by opening the G.K. Chesterton Room, 
students now also have the option of reserving group 
study rooms in advance. 

The library’s resources are now “Google-ized,” 
meaning students will be able to access more library 
resources through Google searches. 

The most common complaint about the library con-
cerns the hours. The library closes at midnight, which 
many students feel cuts short their study time. The 
management is looking into having a portion of the 
library open for 24 hours to allow students to study 
longer. 

This is a great thing for the campus because the 
opening of the Chesterton Room allows students access 
to the special collections, which many students were 
unaware even existed. The increased open hours will 
give students a more convenient place to study and 
focus at all hours of the day and night. 

Nov. 1, 2012

Business Manager
Gloria Suma

Editorial
The library, revised edition

 “
“Our purpose was to achieve freedom and 

democracy. But now there is neither 
freedom, nor democracy. The road we 

chose was wrong.”
Beginning in the spring semester, John Carroll will offer 

a new major or minor in women’s and gender studies.
Women’s and gender issues are important topics in the 

world in which we live. Offering these new focuses of stud-
ies will allow those wishing to continue work and research in 
these areas to pursue their interests. Hopefully, this will help 
societal attitudes and realities to increase social equality.

 It will also give others the opportunity and atmosphere 
to be more informed about social injustices and challenge 
social realities, in accordance with the Jesuit mantra of be-
ing “men and women for others.”

Adding this new program to the curriculum adds JCU to 
the growing list of prestigious universities that offer similar 
focuses of study. It also makes a name for the University 
as one that promotes social justice and an understanding 
of diversity.

Even though this program is a great addition to the curric-
ulum of the University, the timeliness of its integration could 
be better. Students who are currently juniors or seniors will 
most likely not be able to complete a major or minor in this 
area of study within their remaining semesters. However, 
this complication is probably unavoidable. No matter when 
the major or minor was added to the curriculum, someone 
would be getting the short end of the stick. 

Students who are interested in the major or minor but 
would be unable to complete the studies in time should 
still take as many classes within the program as possible, 
allowing them to gain knowledge of the subject. 
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With the upcoming presidential election 
and the pending expiration of Bush-era tax 
cuts coming at the end of the year, specula-
tion is being made that dividend taxes will  
increase and cause stocks that are attractive 
for their dividends to become less enticing. 
The Wall Street Journal recently reported 
that “a number of companies are seeking to 
get ahead of the tax increases by paying out 
bigger dividends before Dec. 31.” 

Several companies have already responded 
to this possible dividend ruling by making 
such payouts. The WSJ reports that companies 
such as Wynn Resorts Ltd., hospital opera-
tor HCA Holdings Inc. and New York-listed 
chemicals group LyondellBasell Industries 
NV have already made sizeable dividend 
payouts of $750 million, $1.1 billion and $1.6 
billion respectively in the past two weeks. 

The first implication to why these “special 
dividends” are being paid out is the specula-
tion of dividend taxes rising at the end of the 
year. Unless Congress can come to an agree-
ment on the Bush-era tax cut legislation that 

Anthony Ahlegian
Asst. Business & Finance Editor

Tax expiration may cause special dividends
is set to expire at the end of the year, dividend 
taxes will rise from 15 percent to 43.4 percent, 
according to The WSJ. Corporations will want 
to issue these dividends before it is too late, in 
order to avoid the possibility of an increased 
tax burden.

Investment news website Barons.com 
reported recently that companies “with ex-
cess cash and no particular place to put it” 
would benefit from “rewarding investors” 
with these special dividends now due to the 
ability to dodge the potential of a higher tax 
burden. This speculation is further inferred 
from a similar trend that happened in 2010, 
when tax cuts were scheduled to expire, and 
corporations reacted similarly. 

According to Goldman Sachs & Co. data, 
14 large-capitalization companies, or com-
panies with a market capitalization value  
(shares outstanding multiplied by stock price 
per share) of more than $10 billion, paid out 
special dividends in the last three months of 
2010, which was “more than in either of the 
previous two full years.” 

Companies that are anticipated to issue 
special dividends by the end of this year are 
those who have done so in the past, and those 

with significant insider ownership. While the 
executives of companies would benefit from 
issuing dividends before tax rate increases, 
investors would do so as well. 

The WSJ reports that currently, compa-
nies in the S&P 500 index “on average pay 
a dividend yield of 2.1 percent before tax,” 
which falls to about 1.8 percent after taxes at 
their current rates. This means that currently, 
investors receive annual dividends roughly 
equivalent to 1.8 percent of their stocks’ cur-
rent share prices. If Congress does not make 
a deal to keep the “current tax regime,” the 
after-tax dividend yield would fall to 1.2 per-
cent, according to Goldman Sachs & Co. 

This would make stocks that usually pay 
large dividends less attractive to investors. 
This ruling could have negative impacts on 
the stock market, as more investors will steer 
clear of the securities that pay higher divi-
dends. They will look to other corporations 
that have attractive characteristics, other than 
a high-dividend yield. While the verdict on 
the tax legislation is still to be determined, 
the speculation of future higher tax rates on 
dividends gives probability that history may 
repeat itself after all.

Financial services•	
Company headquarters in Cleveland, Ohio•	
Approximately 15,000 employees•	
Founded in 1825•	
Public company, traded on New York •	
Stock Exchange as KeyCorp (KEY)
Revenue: $2.7 billion•	
Share price: $8.39 (Oct. 26, 2012)•	
Market cap: 7.9 billion•	
Website: www.key.com•	

– Information compiled by Andrew Martin

Graph from CNBC.com
KEY share prices from January 2012 to Oct. 30, 2012.

Cleveland Company Spotlight
KeyBank

This year marks one of the first years 
where China has faced economic problems 
after decades of unmatched growth. China’s 
slowdown became more pronounced in late 
2011 and early 2012, as exports and then in-
ventories fell. If growth continues to weaken 
this year, the government is going to have to 
take action by speeding up the implementation 
of key infrastructure projects.

Fortunately, though, Chinese industrial 
companies’ profits rose in September for the 
first time in six months, adding to already- 
existing signs that economic growth is picking 
up following a slowdown. Bloomberg News 
suggests the worst is over for China’s growth 
slowdown. Factory production, retail sales 
and fixed-asset investment showed forecast 
gains in September, while industrial compa-
nies’ profits rose as well. 

China’s construction equipment sector 
is slowly but surely digging itself out from 
under a mountain of inventory and will re-
turn to growth in the second or third quarter 
of next year as the economy recovers. The 
industry outlook has been negatively affected 
by huge stockpiles of unsold equipment after 

can physically be seen in railways as China 
boosted spending plans this year by about 
25 percent to 516 billion yuan. The current 
state of the economy is a major concern for 
the Communist Party, as it begins a once-a-
decade leadership transition set to start Nov. 

8 in Beijing.  
At this transi-

tion, Vice Presi-
dent Xi Jinping 
will replace cur-
rent president Hu 
Jintao. Will Xi be 
able to control the 
economy while the 
poor and middle 
classes struggle? 
If the economy re-
mains stable and 
Europe continues 
to hang on by a 
thin thread, then 
China should be 
able to see some 

growth in the coming quarters. But if the 
economy were to take a turn for the worse,  
the future president will be entrusted to lead 
his country. 

Chinese economy experiencing downturn
Patrick Tarkey

Staff Reporter
a four-year boom fueled by China’s massive 
stimulus program.    

According to Bloomberg, policy makers 
across Asia have restrained their stimulus 
efforts compared with 2008-2009 as the 
global expansion slowed, either opting to 
preserve firepower 
should Europe’s cri-
sis worsen, or seeking 
to avoid asset-price 
bubbles. In China, 
current Premier Wen 
Jiabao’s government 
has fought to rein 
in housing costs in 
the run-up to the 
nation’s once-in-a-
decade leadership 
transition that starts 
next month. 

We n  s a i d  t h e 
economy will keep 
showing “positive 
changes.” Actions that 
have currently taken place include the alloca-
tion of 97 percent of the year’s budgeted funds 
for infrastructure spending by China’s Finance 
Ministry at the  end of September. This money 

From  wclv.com

Andrew Martin
Business & Finance Editor

As you walk to class wondering why you 
ever even got up in the first place, think of 
how the weather affects you on a macro level. 
Not only are you cold, wet and miserable, but 
oil prices are climbing due to this weather. In 
addition to the oil prices, the stock market is 
taking a hit as well.

Hurricane Sandy has been causing weath-
er-related delays and other headaches to 
people across the country. U.S. stock trading 
and bond markets saw a second day of can-
cellations due to the stormy weather and high 
winds in the New York area. 

In addition to cancelled trading, the gaso-
line prices for the country also rose. These 
futures climbed for a third day up 2.6 percent, 
as of Monday of this week. Oil refineries on 
the east coast were forced to limit or stop 
production due to the disruption by Hurricane 
Sandy.

When it seems that bad news about the eu-
rozone continues to pile on, hurricane season 
hits. Investors are cautious of how inclement 
weather can affect trading on exchanges, as 
well as how the physical stock exchange in 
New York, are affected. The rains and winds 
have the potential to cause power outages 
and disrupt communication across the world, 
which would be a major issue during trad-
ing or any other business practices, such as 
travel.

The hurricane adds to the troubled fiscal 
climate of the world. According to Bloomberg, 
Dominick Chirichella, a senior partner at the 
Energy Management Institute in New York 
said, “For today, the downward pressure from 
the slowing global economy will move to the 
background as Sandy and the impact it could 
have to the most populated portion of the U.S. 
evolves over the next several days.” 

This shows that people across the financial 
sector are noting the effect that this danger-
ous weather has across the globe. The United 
States may be seeing quite terrible rains and 
winds affect its retail industry, but it also af-
fects capital markets. Logic would prove that 
people are less willing to leave their homes 
during hurricanes and, therefore, consumer 
spending could take a hit this month, while 
the storms wreak havoc across the eastern 
seaboard.

It will be interesting to see if the markets 
continue to be hindered by the storms. The 
process to close an exchange comes from the 
input of other exchanges as well as the market 
in question. Monday’s close saw the Securities 
Industry and Financial Markets Association 
call for a full market close tomorrow as well. 
This close is for the dollar-denominated fixed-
income securities, according to Bloomberg.
com.

money mart

Contact Andrew Martin at
 amartin13@jcu.edu

Hurricane may damage 
portfolios as well as homes

Wall Street experienced cancellations of 
trades this week due to Hurricane Sandy.

From USAToday.com

Current events give incentive for large-cap companies to act before year’s end

Xi Jinping, pictured above, will oversee China 
in a critical economic time.

From wantchinatimes.com
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Cooney Meets World:
Memoirs of a 
bygone era

Llamas, trees and squirrels...oh my!

Brian Bayer 
Managing Editor 

Contact Dan Cooney at 
dcooney13@jcu.edu

Contact Brian Bayer at 
bbayer13@jcu.edu

Contact Alexandra at
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I have a confession – three confes-
sions to be exact. Among these words, 
loyal readers, I will reveal to you my 
deepest, darkest secrets, becoming com-
pletely vulnerable, forfeiting each tiny 
strand of dignity to which I have held 
steadfast throughout my 19 years of ex-
istence. Gone with a snap of my fingers, 
purely for your reading pleasure.

With this, I have come to the grave 
realization that my eccentricity and 
quirkiness will become evident, and 
you will soon meet the real Alexandra 
Elizabeth Higl.  For entertainment and 
inspirational purposes, I am at the ready 
to jeopardize my public image across 
the John Carroll campus, awaiting the 
foreboding stares and finger pointing 
as I trudge my way to class during the 
daily grind. 

Now, I present to you the two words 
that contribute to this exposition of mad-
ness: irrational fears. Yes, I’m aware we 
all have them: fear of heights, spiders, 
the dark, someone else wearing the same 
exact sliver-sequined dress as you (some 
guys might not relate to that), getting that 
psychology test back that completely 
slipped your mind to study for while run-
ning on two hours of sleep (okay, maybe 
that last one is a bit more rational).

Let me begin by stating the one ele-
ment that links these fears together: the 
source of my fears, which I blame to this 
very day, is … my big brother.

Don’t get me wrong, we have about 

as warm and fuzzy a relationship as 
siblings can have, considering we are  
11 years apart and are the only two kids 
in the Higl clan.   

But like all brothers and sisters, our 
favorite hobby consisted of torturing the 
other. Most of the torture took place in 
the confinement of the backseat of the 
family minivan during our traditional 
road trips.

Essentially, we were trapped for 
eight hours at a time, practically on 
top of one another, due to the excess 
amounts of luggage that was crammed 
into the vehicle.

My primary torture methods in-
cluded physically inflicting him by 
elbowing him repeatedly and directing 
the aftermath of my carsickness in his 
direction (he wore vomit very well).

He, however, would humor me with 
stories, terrifying for a four-year-old, 
inducing sleepless nights even to the 
present day.

Hours and hours of stories would 
send me rambling for eons; so allow 
me to be terse and relay to you the 
top three.

Number one: llamas. Yes, they ap-
pear to be harmless creatures. In fact, 
some even describe these animals to 
be cute. 

Yet, according to my relentless 
teenage brother, llamas are bloodsuck-
ing beasts adorned with a Joker smile, 
slobbering at the sight of little girls with 
brown curly hair named Alexandra, 
which they eat for breakfast.

Sixteen years later, every single time 
I pass a llama farm, shivers go down 
my spine (not to mention experiencing 
a cruel flashback when I saw a fashion 
ad in Vogue Magazine with models 
escorting llamas).

Number two: live Christmas trees. 
Most families look forward to the 

John Carroll, I am yours. Just as 
The Carroll News is “the student 
voice of JCU,” I would like to 
think that the Bayer Essentials is a 
voice of and for the students, too.

I’ve written a lot of columns 
about what I believe are interesting 
topics. However, it has come to my 
attention that I haven’t covered all 
the bases; there are still many top-
ics that I have yet to write about. 
And with so few columns left 
before I graduate, I want to do my 
best to please everyone.

Since I’m not exactly sure what 
you’re looking for, I have written 
this “one-size-fits-all” column. 
Enjoy:
Dear readers,

I’m simply (delighted by/devas-

History was always one of my best 
subjects in both grade school and high 
school, because I thought it was fasci-
nating. My feelings haven’t changed; I 
think it’s important to know how we as 
Americans and world citizens arrived 
at this point in history. I believe that in 
order to make decisions now, we must 
understand our past. People need to 
document their histories for others to 
learn from and enjoy. 

My maternal grandfather is famous 
in our family for his stories about life in 
the Great Depression and in the Navy 
during World War II. He grew up dur-
ing a time when immigrants came from 
across the world to America seeking 
a better life. He had an up-close and 
personal view of the struggles in the 
early 20th century as a first generation 
American. 

Thankfully, he decided to put his 
thoughts on paper and share his story 
with a wider audience. My grandfa-
ther, who celebrated his 96th birthday 
earlier this year, recently published a 
book about growing up along the Ohio 
River in an area informally known as 
the Steel Valley.

The town where he grew up was a 
“melting pot” of ethnicities – Greeks, 
Croats, Germans, Poles and Romanians, 
among others. Many of these people 
came to work in the town’s thriving steel 
mill, which was a booming industry 
in this country at the time, or owned 
businesses that primarily catered to 
mill workers. 

With the prosperity of the mill came 
the growth of the town, even when 
depression struck the nation. Even 
when times were tough, people had 
the perseverance to keep going. In the 
case of my ancestors, life was better 
in America than back in their war-torn 
countries, so a little economic hardship 
was not going to keep them down. If 
anything, the townspeople built a greater 
sense of community out of that common 

experience. 
I find it remarkable that, in the book, 

my grandfather lists specific businesses 
and residences on each street in the town. 
For some of them, he even remembers 
addresses. His memory is quite astound-
ing. 

One fascinating story in particular 
comes to mind. During an October day 
in the early-to-mid 1930s, someone came 
in to a billiards establishment in town 
wanting to play pool. One of the owners 
of the place enlisted my grandfather, with 
whom he was acquainted, to play pool 
with this stranger. After the two played 
a couple of games, the stranger paid and 
took off. My grandfather described the 
man as “sociable.” But, little did he know, 
he had just finished playing pool with 
Charles “Pretty Boy” Floyd, a notorious 
bank robber and outlaw who was listed by 
the FBI at the time as “Public Enemy No. 
1.” The next day, my grandfather writes, 
he discovered his identity by reading 
about his death in the local newspaper.  
Floyd was killed in a shootout with police 
in a nearby town hours after the pool 
game ended. 

So, you might be asking, what can we 
learn from this book? I think a couple of 
lessons jump out. 

First, as I wrote in the beginning, 
history is something we must continue 
to record and preserve. Understanding 
who we are and where we’ve come from 
helps to define us. A better knowledge of 
the past gives us context for what we face 
in the present and future.

Also, my grandfather characterizes 
the neighborhood where he grew up as 
one where everyone got along, no matter 
what their nationality or skin color was. 
I think we could learn from that model. 
Rather than focus on our differences, why 
not accentuate our similarities? Maybe 
we’d all get along a lot more if that were 
the case. 

If you go through my grandfather’s 
old neighborhood these days, you’d find 
weeds, run-down buildings and closed 
portions of a dying steel mill. You would 
never know that the area was once a 
center of activity. 

That, my friends, is why knowing 
history makes all the difference. 

tated by/intrigued by) your recent 
(jousting victory/food poisoning 
episode/mitochondrial research). 
It’s not often that I have the chance 
to talk about (medieval sports/ill-
ness/science), but it is definitely 
worth discussing.

The first thing you should do 
is talk to (the JCU sports informa-
tion department/the health center/a 
biology professor). I’m sure they 
would be very excited to (take your 
picture/treat you for your upset 
stomach/let you use the fun and 
expensive equipment).

Once you’ve done this, you’ll 
be well on your way. The next step, 
of course, is handling publicity. It 
would be a great story for (Zach 
Mentz’s sports section/a legal jour-
nal/The Princeton Review). From 
there, who knows? You might 
even get sponsorship from (the 
Nike jousting division/a defense 
attorney/Discovery Health).

If it happens again, then you’ll 
probably (have the best jousting re-

cord in the OAC/be advised to seek 
immediate medical attention/get a 
lab named after you in Dolan).

Chances are good that with your 
newly acquired attention, people 
will want to take pictures of you. 
A safe bet to avoid embarrassing or 
harmful photos from showing up is 
just to provide them with pictures 
of (you and your horse/your GI 
tract/the cells you’ve been study-
ing) from the start. This will help 
prevent paparazzi from getting the 
shot that (sends you back to the 
1500s/shows way too much of the 
“aftermath”/inspires an episode 
of House).

It’s also good to let your family 
know. Although we enjoy relative 
freedom in college, we can’t forget 
how important it is to keep (good 
old mom and dad/Fuzzy, your pet 
guinea pig/Joe, the homeless guy 
who sometimes sleeps on your 
trampoline in the backyard) in 
the loop.

But, with great opportunity 

comes great risk. If you (acciden-
tally killed your opponent/have 
a weak stomach/forgot to write 
down your procedure in the lab 
report) you could find yourself in 
a sticky situation. Nobody wants 
to hear about the person who 
(doesn’t know how to control 
their lance/has too many dietary 
restrictions/almost discovered the 
cure for AIDS but forgot to write 
it down).

That brings me to my next piece 
of advice – whatever might hap-
pen, remember to be humble. It 
might come off as arrogant or just 
plain wrong if you walk around 
telling everyone (how you were 
the one who finally beat the Black 
Knight/the gross details of your 
indigestion problems/that you are 
God’s gift to science).

Since this hasn’t really hap-
pened since (the Middle Ages/last 
week, when there was a report 
about plastic shrapnel in food 
from the ‘Tween/ever), make sure 

to handle yourself with dignity; 
people will be looking to you as a 
role model.

Last, but not least, you should 
be commended for (going horse-to-
horse against a worthy renaissance 
adversary/dealing with your food 
poisoning like a champ/dedicat-
ing yourself to countless hours of 
thorough research and microscopic 
testing). Good job.

That being said, I hope you 
feel more included this week. As 
always, I only want to be your 
voice; so if you have something 
else you feel deserves press time, 
my email address is right below. 
So, friends, until next time, keep 
on (reading The Carroll News/
using Facebook to avoid doing 
homework/playing human Frogger 
when crossing Belvoir).

The Bayer Necessities: The column about you

Wonderword:
What does ramentum mean?

“Running into another person 
extremely hard and knocking 

them down.”

“A stomachache from 
eating too much Ramen.”

Ramentum:  a fragment scraped off, a shaving

Austin Gray,
sophomore

Mikala Talgarsky, 
freshman

Tadhg Karski, 
sophomore

Christmas season to venture out and 
buy a fresh Christmas tree. However, 
the smell of crisp pine on Christmas 
morning will never again grace the Higl 
household. Some blame me. I blame 
my brother.

Around the tender age of three, our 
family journeyed to the Christmas tree 
lot. On our journey, my brother decided 
to clue me on a little secret: live Christ-
mas trees were actually alive, come into 
little girls’ rooms, sing to them and then 
eat them.

I refused to leave the car and 
screamed bloody murder, making a 
scene. That was the end of our fresh 
Christmas tree ritual.   

Which brings me to number three: 
squirrels. Before the Christmas tree 
would eat me, giant psychotic squirrels 
would violently shoot out of the tree and 
rip my face off.

I will forever be damaged.
With that said, one can assume that 

the notorious John Carroll squirrels do 
not exactly fare well with me. And they 
would be correct.

I live with my fears and somehow 
get on with my life. Even if that means 
reciting a Hail Mary in my head every 
time I pass a squirrel.

 Despite all of this trauma, I real-
ize the only one true lasting bond is 
family, as we all get together for the 
forthcoming holidays. What’s passed 
is in the past. Put your family resent-
ments aside – Happy Thanksgiving, 
Merry Christmas and Happy Annual 
Day of the Ninja (mark your calendars 
for Dec. 5).

On the other hand, revenge is a dish 
best served cold. For those of you who 
know or get to meet my brother, just 
say one word: “peacocks.”

“Ramen noodles for rich 
people.”
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1. John Wayne (Marion Morrison)
2. Judy Garland (Frances Gumm)
3. Marilyn Monroe (Norma Jeane Mortenson)
4. Gerald R. Ford (Leslie Lynch King, Jr.)
5. Ringo Starr (Richard Starkey)
6. Bob Dylan (Robert Allen Zimmerman)
7. Meatloaf (Marvin Lee Aday)
8. Nic Cage (Nicholas Kim Coppola)
9. Natalie Portman (Natalie Hershlag)
10. David Bowie (David Robert Jones)

Clara Richter
Editorial & Op/Ed Editor

Contact Clara Richter at 
crichter14@jcu.edu

A week ago, Saturday afternoon, 
found me hunched over, taking wind 
to the face, one trouser leg rolled up 
to my shin and my legs pumping 
more powerfully with each flick 
of my right finger, violating traffic 
etiquette in almost every situation 
I encountered. With the downhill 
advantage, my 20-year-old Trek 
bicycle flew me three miles in just 
a few minutes to the bicycle shop 
for some maintenance. Over an hour 
after dismounting, I was sedentary 
on a chair, slowed from upwards 
of 20 miles per hour to zero. What 
started as a quest for a simple tube 
change brought to light a severely 
out-of-skew rear wheel, which, in 
turn, revealed that the wheel was 
mishapen.

My eyes bounced back and forth 
from inquisitively watching the 
“wheel woman” work diligently on 
the spokes of my wheel to wantonly 
gazing at the slim, new Bianchi road 
bikes, craving the exhilaration of 
speed I felt on the way there. 

There were a few minutes here 
and there when I began to grow a 
little impatient. Catching myself, I 
realized that she was trying to en-
able me and my machine to move 
faster, more fluidly and have more 
fun. 

Consistent with my bike shop 
experience, quite often, just when 
things begin going well, something 
comes along to mess up one’s flow 
and rhythm and keeps one from do-
ing what that person wants to do. In 
such a situation, a person has a few 
options concerning what to do:

1) Keep going despite the ob-
stacle. 2) Slow down a bit, but keep 
heading toward the goal. 3) Take the 
hit. Stop. Work out the problem.

Let’s take door No. 1. Say I kept 
bombing down inclines, pretending 
I’m a bike messenger on a mis-
sion or Lance Armstrong (minus 
the drugs). Then, one day, as I’m 
coasting around a turn or riskily 
riding around and making drivers 
angry, the wheel fails, throwing me 
through the air and onto the ground. 
That’s not exactly the type of flying 
I had in mind. 

Door two might be more prom-
ising. Since afternoon turned into 

evening when I was sitting in the 
shop, I could have gotten a little 
hungry. Eager to eat, I could have 
rushed the mechanic or spent some 
money on a base-level wheel, just 
to get the quick fix. I would get to 
ride around, go fairly fast and be 
content. Perhaps it would never 
be fully realized, but rushing the 
process and settling for something 
less than what was ideally possible 
would hinder my experience and 
performance from there on out. 

Then there is the third portal. I 
took the chunk of time out of my 
day just sitting there as the expert 
diligently worked on my wheel. 
I just stared at bikes, mechanics, 
wondered if I could ride the uni-
cycle in the corner, etc. 

Over an hour later, the “wheel 
woman” had done the best she was 
able to do. In the end, my wheel 
was as good as it could become, 
buying me a significant chunk of 
time before I’ll have to completely 
replace it, while enabling me to 
ride as I wanted to. A few bones 
out of the bank account, and I was 
finally back on the saddle. I failed to 
consider, though, that the smooth, 
lightning fast downhill I cruised 
down on the way to the shop was 
now an uphill. Topography is a jerk 
sometimes. 

If door No. 3 is the one you 
choose, as I recommend, the path to 
awesomeness is sometimes uphill. 
It’s rarely easy to get back in peak 
form. More often than not, when 
bad things happen, it’s best to go 
back to the drawing board, start 
from scratch, and rebuild things 
correctly, no matter how long it 
takes. Such things happen for a 
reason. There is a cause, effect and 
effect of the effect. Stopping to look 
at the cause can be enlightening. A 
future problem can be prevented. 
It doesn’t necessarily have to be a 
major obstacle that comes up, but 
even a little hitch in one’s stride. 

As is often said in the distance 
running world, one gets faster 
on easy days. Sometimes a little 
speedbump can cause us to, as 
JCU Speedbumps say, “slow down, 
reflect and proceed.” 

You don’t need to be a superhero 
all the time. Knowing when and 
how to listen to oneself and the 
messages of the universe can bring 
us closer to greatness, step by step, 
than one giant leap ever could.

Off the Richter:

and you go a sentence or more without 
messing up, you stop and say a quick 
prayer to the typewriter gods, because 
there is nothing worse than having to go 
back and correct a mistake made while 
typing on a typewriter. 

Of course, I only use my typewriter 
to tap out trivial things, and so I typically 
ignore mistakes, since no one is ever go-
ing to read what I type, besides myself; 
and I know what I meant. 

I don’t know why I brought the thing 
to school with me. I guess you could say 
that I feel like it connects me to writers of 
the past. For years, writers put ink to page 
via the typewriter. I feel like when I’m us-
ing it, I’m channeling a little (a very little, 
mind you) of their writing spirit. Since the 
Jesuits are big on solidarity, I figure I’m 
just doing my part. I’m in solidarity with 
the writers of days gone by. 

The second item of nostalgia is my 
father’s record player. We’ve had it for 
as long as I can remember, although I 
don’t ever recall him using it for playing 
his vinyls until I was at least in eighth 
grade. It’s not that he didn’t; I just didn’t 
appreciate it, so it wasn’t something he 
shared with me. I was young; what did I 
know? I wasn’t yet old enough to appreci-
ate summer nights on the porch, listening 
to David Bowie, Creedence Clearwater 
Revival and The Rolling Stones.

But as I’ve grown, I’ve become more 
of a music lover; and as a music lover, I 
seek the audio experience in its purest 
form. To me, the vinyl album played on a 
quality record player is second only to be-
ing directly in studio with the band while 
they’re recording (or experiencing them 
live, if it happens to be a live album). 

If you’ve ever listened to an album on 
vinyl, I think you’ll know what I mean. 

Forwards is backwards

There are certain obscure pieces of 
technology (although I guess we would 
hardly call them “technology” in this day 
and age) that I find myself inexplicably 
drawn to. One of them is the typewriter. 
The other is the record player. 

I have a typewriter. It sits on my 
desk, right next to my computer. It was 
my father’s when he was in college. It is 
a light-blue Smith-Corona. It’s as heavy 
as a sack of bricks, and, as my fellow 
columnist Brian Bayer can attest to, it 
takes a special amount of skill to type 
anything on it. 

I guess it’s pretty pointless for me to 
have a typewriter with me. It’s not like 
I’m going to type a five-page essay on 
it or anything. Heck, I can barely type 
one page without my forefingers going 
numb and my ears starting to ring from 
the pounding of the keys. 

But there’s something nice about the 
“ding” and the “zing” of the carriage 
return. And for some reason, type-written 
letters just look nicer to me than the ones 
typed on a computer. They seem more 
real. You get to watch them actually get 
pounded onto the page. They don’t just 
come from some connection of sensors 
and wires and whatnot (I have no idea 
how a computer keyboard sends the 
signals from the keys to the screen). 

And there’s something super fulfilling 
about a typewriter, even more so than 
writing. If you’re writing something, 
at least if you’re writing something in 
pencil, you can always go back and erase 
your mistakes. And even if you’re writing 
in pen, you can do the unprofessional 
cross-out. If you’re typing on a typewriter 

There’s something about the sound that’s 
just more pure, more full. They layers of 
the music are more distinguished. The 
sound is more multidimensional and the 
richness of the music is more apparent. 

Listening to a CD for a while was 
okay. The sound wasn’t too horrible. I 
can even tolerate listening to music on 
my computer; but that’s only because 
when I’m at school, that’s really my 
only option.

As a society, we are constantly pro-
ducing new technologies that make our 
lives easier. A computer is more practical 
for typing than a typewriter. You don’t 
have to work as hard, it’s easier to cor-
rect your mistakes, all-in-all it’s much 
more efficient. 

The same goes for a record player. 
When we realized that we could produce 
a way of listening to music that didn’t 
require the album to be spread across 
three different vinyls and that didn’t 
require the listener to get up and flip the 
album every four songs (although some 
nice record players would do that for you) 
we jumped at the opportunity to make 
our lives easier.

Yes, newer technology makes our 
lives easier, but is it that much better? 
Sure, it’s efficient and high end, but it 
costs a lot, and, should it break, it’s ex-
pensive to fix. And if we’re sacrificing 
quality for efficiency, I think we need to 
take a hard look at ourselves as human 
beings. Because what if the same goes 
for us? Are we more efficient? Are we 
lower quality? Does technology make 
us lazy? I don’t have the answer, but it’s 
something to think about. 

As a young, Catholic female 
voting for the first time, I have to 
give my support to Mitt Romney 
for president. I am a person of 
strong faith, and I am appalled 
by the assault on religious free-
dom started by President Obama 
through the contraceptive/abor-
tion health care mandate.

This mandate was issued with 
total disregard for the religious or 
moral convictions of the employ-
er. The president’s reply that it is 

Famous people whose names 
aren’t their real names

the health insurance companies 
that must supply these services, 
not the employer, is a distinction 
without a difference as the em-
ployer is still required to pay for 
the insurance.

The only way to stop this as-
sault is to elect Mitt Romney as 
president. He stated he will revoke 
the mandate and he will protect the 
rights of employers who oppose 
providing these benefits.

President Obama continues to 

attack Mr. Romney saying Mr. 
Romney is  promoting a “war 
against women.” As a young fe-
male I don’t believe there is a war 
against women.

Instead, I believe the president 
is promoting a war against reli-
gious beliefs and those who wish 
to stand up for those beliefs. I 
want the president and those who 
support him to know that there are 
young women who stand against 
him and his assault.

Got something to say?
The Carroll News reserves the right to edit letters for length and to reject letters if they 

are libelous or do not conform to standards of good taste. All letters received become the property of The Carroll 
News. Anonymous letters will not be published. Letters to the editor must not exceed 500 words and must be 

submitted to jcunews@gmail.com by 5 p.m. on Sunday.

Nick Wojtasik
Asst. Editorial & Op/Ed Editor

 Nick’s Knack:   Slow 
your roll

Contact Nick Wojtasik at 
nwojtasik13@jcu.edu

YOURVIEW Letter to the editor
Sophia Olsen, Class of 2016

Cartoon by Clara Richter



CLASSIFIEDS
For Rent Help Wanted

Looking for a place 
to advertise?

Look no further than 
The Carroll News 

email us at 
carrollnewsads@gmail.

com

Classified ads 
cost $5.00 for the 
first 10 words and 
$0.25 for each ad-
ditional word. 

To be placed, ads 
must be typed or 
handwritten clear-
ly and legibly and 
sent to or dropped 
off at The Carroll 
News office with 
payment.
 
Classified ads will 
not be run without 
pre-payment. 

Classifieds will 
not be taken over 
the phone. Dead-
line for classifieds 
is noon of the 
Monday prior to 
publication.

For Ad Rates and 
Information:
Mail us at: The 
Carroll News 
John Carroll 
Univ. 1 John 
Carroll Blvd.
University Hts, 
OH 44118
carrollnewsads@
gmail.com.

Federal Law bans dis-
crimination by race, sex, 
religion, color, national 
origin, family status and 
handicap in all Ohio rental 
property.  The Carroll 
News will not knowingly 
accept advertising in vio-
lation of this law.  As a 
consequence, The Car-
roll News will not accept 
rental ads that stipulate the 
gender of the tenants.

Looking for child care in Shaker 
Heights from 4:00-6:00 PM Monday 
through Thursday. If interested contact 
Lucy @ (216)561-6307

Looking for Childcare  in Shaker 
Heights. $15/hour Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Thursday  4-6 PM. Driving a 
must.   Please call (216) 561-6307

House on Saybrook, short walk to JCU, 
3 bedrooms, 1.5 bath, all hardwood 
floors, lots of closets, new appliances, 
2 decks, 2 car garage, $1200. 216-212-
6241

Your 
Classified 

Ad 
HERE!

STUDENT JOB OPPORTUNITY. If you 
are interested in working with a special 
child, our family has a part-time employ-
ment opportunity available.Sarah, our 
intelligent and engaging fourteen-year-
old daughter, has cerebral palsy and is 
hearing impaired.  We are looking for 
someone who can productively occupy 
her while mom and dad attend to every-
day tasks, as well help her with every day 
personal care needs.  We offer $18 per 
hour for the first hour worked each day 
and $12 per hour thereafter; $17 per hour 
over weekends after 60 days. Require-
ments include:Having transportation. 
Being available during the school year 
for at least one day per week between 
3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Being available 
for at least five hours over most week-
ends. Being open to working during next 
summer for between. For consideration, 
please contact Ben and Teri Chmielews-
ki at 216-577-0114.  benchmielewski@
gmail.com.  Our Shaker Heights home is 
located near JCU.  

The UPS Store, University Heights, 
help wanted.  Seeking reliable, per-
sonable, customer oriented student 
to work part-time (10 to 15 hours per 
week).  Duties include packing, stock-
ing shelves and customer service.  Call 
Jon, Joy or Gary at 216-371-9300

Free Ipad! Text Brockway to 72727, 
for your entry. Learn about affordable 
off campus housing. Close to Cam-
pus. Professionally managed. 4 to 10 
Bedrooms Available. All appliances 
included. Availability 6/1/2013.Call 
for more information 330-388-7798

Looking for a stockperson for a party 
goods store located at Cedar and Green. 
Flexible hours  (12 or more). Applicant 
should drive, be punctual and orga-
nized. Please call 216-509-2282. Leave 
message if no answer.

For Rent – 3 or 4 Bed Rooms, T.V. 
Room, Kitchen. All large rooms. All 
appliances washer & dryer included. 
$250 per month each student. Short 
term lease considered, Move in now, 
Call to see. 440-897-7881  -  440-655-
2048

Houses for Rent - Walking Distance to 
Campus- 4-5-6 Bedroom houses are 
available. All with plenty of parking, 
AC, newer appliances, washers and 
dryers. Only a few blocks and within 
walking distance to campus! DON’T 
WAIT, ACT FAST! Leases to begin in 
June 2012. Call Regis @ (216) 374-
7164.

Two and three bedroom duplexes on 
Warrensville for rent. Call Curt at 216-
337-7796

Five recently renovated, two fam-
ily homes on Warrensville Center Rd. 
near JCU. Very clean, well maintained, 
three bedroom suites. Large rooms, 
air conditioning, hardwood flooring, 
two car garage. All appliances includ-
ed. Available June 1st, 2013. Hurry 
the good ones go fast. Call Mike Jr. 
(440)336-4254 or Mike Sr. (440)724-
6654. Email: sas423@roadrunner.com

House for rent.  Walk to campus. Indi-
vidual bedrooms, 2 showers. New ap-
pliances and A/C. Clean and updated. 
Call or text 216-832-3269 for complete 
details.

Baby sitter needed for one 8 year old 
girl, occasional evenings and week ends. 
Live within a mile of JCU.References 
required.  Compensation is $10 per hour. 
If interested please call Debby at 216-
410-2721.

Nice 2 family house on Warrensville 
Rd. Walking distance to JCU. All ap-
pliances, hardwood floors, new win-
dows and gas furnace. Two finished rec 
rooms in basement and more! Avail-
able in June 2013. Great rent price. 
216-401-7755.

Download ‘Pennie the Christmas Pickle’ 
on iTunes. Like on Facebook.

Sitter needed for a 9 year old boy. 
Beachwood area, variety of hours.


