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Have you ever wondered how people from other parts of the world celebrate? Every celebra-
tion comes from somewhere. Traditions such as birthdays, weddings and even funerals are all 
celebrated differently around the world.

Cheers to traditions
Virginia Rivera

Features Editor

their relationship. When a plate is broken, 
�L�W���F�D�Q���Q�H�Y�H�U���W�U�X�O�\���E�H���À�[�H�G�����W�K�L�V���L�V���V�R���Z�L�W�K��
�W�K�H���E�U�L�G�H���D�Q�G���J�U�R�R�P���D�V���Z�H�O�O��

�7�K�H���F�R�X�S�O�H���L�V���H�V�F�R�U�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H�L�U���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V��
�W�R���D���F�D�Q�R�S�\�����F�D�O�O�H�G���D���F�K�X�S�D�K�����7�K�H�\���F�D�Q�Q�R�W��
�Z�H�D�U���D�Q�\���M�H�Z�H�O�U�\���Z�K�L�O�H���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�L�V���E�H�F�D�X�V�H��
�W�K�D�W���Z�R�X�O�G���L�P�S�O�\���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�L�U���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���L�V��
�E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O���W�K�L�Q�J�V�����:�K�H�Q���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H��
�F�K�X�S�D�K�����W�K�H���E�U�L�G�H���Z�D�O�N�V���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���J�U�R�R�P��
�V�H�Y�H�Q���W�L�P�H�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q���W�K�H���E�U�L�G�H���H�Q�G�V���X�S���R�Q��
�W�K�H���U�L�J�K�W���V�L�G�H���R�I���W�K�H���J�U�R�R�P��

�7�K�H�� �U�L�Q�J�� �P�X�V�W�� �E�H�� �S�O�D�L�Q�� �J�R�O�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �Q�R��
�V�W�R�Q�H�V���R�U���M�H�Z�H�O�V�����7�K�L�V���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�V���W�K�H���V�L�P�S�O�H��
�E�H�D�X�W�\�� �E�H�K�L�Q�G�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �P�D�U�U�L�D�J�H���� �2�Q�F�H�� �W�K�H��
�J�U�R�R�P�� �S�X�W�V�� �W�K�H�� �U�L�Q�J�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �E�U�L�G�H�·�V�� �K�D�Q�G����
�W�K�H�\�� �D�U�H�� �R�I�À�F�L�D�O�O�\�� �P�D�U�U�L�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �H�\�H�V�� �R�I��
�W�K�H���-�H�Z�L�V�K���O�D�Z��

�$�� �F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�� �L�V�� �U�H�D�G�� �D�Q�G�� �V�L�J�Q�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�Z�R��
�Z�L�W�Q�H�V�V�H�V���� �7�K�H�Q���� �D�� �J�O�D�V�V�� �L�V�� �S�O�D�F�H�G�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H��
�Á�R�R�U���D�Q�G���W�K�H���J�U�R�R�P���V�W�H�S�V���R�Q���L�W�����$�I�W�H�U�Z�D�U�G�V����
�W�K�H�U�H���L�V���D���E�L�J���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q��

�3�H�R�S�O�H���K�D�Y�H���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V��
�I�R�U���K�X�Q�G�U�H�G�V���R�I���\�H�D�U�V���D�Q�G���H�D�F�K���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H��
�Z�R�U�O�G���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�V���W�K�H�V�H���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W����
�K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����W�K�H�V�H���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V���D�U�H���Z�K�D�W���E�U�L�Q�J��
�W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�����,�W���L�V���O�L�N�H���D���S�X�]�]�O�H���R�I���D�O�O��
�G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���V�K�D�S�H�V���D�Q�G���V�L�]�H�V�����2�Q�F�H���R�Q�H���S�X�W�V��
�W�K�H�� �S�X�]�]�O�H�� �W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���� �W�K�R�X�J�K���� �\�R�X�� �J�H�W�� �R�Q�H��
�X�Q�L�À�H�G���Z�R�U�O�G���D�O�O���L�Q�W�H�U�F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G��
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The canopy above is called a chupah, in which a Jewish couple stands under while 
being wed.

	 	
		

�$�O�R�Q�J�� �Z�L�W�K�� �G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W�� �N�L�Q�G�V�� �R�I�� �E�L�U�W�K�G�D�\�V��
�D�Q�G���I�X�Q�H�U�D�O�V�����W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���D�O�V�R���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���W�\�S�H�V���R�I��
�Z�H�G�G�L�Q�J�V��

�$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �5�D�E�E�L�� �6�K�P�X�O�L�H�� �*�U�H�H�Q�H���� �W�K�H��
�(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�� �I�U�R�P�� �-�H�Z�L�V�K�� �8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\����
�5�X�W�J�H�U�V���+�L�O�O�H�O�����´�'�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���G�R�H�V�Q�·�W���K�D�Y�H���W�R���E�H��
�D���F�O�D�V�K���R�I���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���F�X�O�W�X�U�H�V�����,�W���U�H�P�L�Q�G�V���D�O�O���R�I��
�X�V���� �E�H�D�X�W�\�� �F�R�P�H�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �N�Q�R�Z�L�Q�J�� �Z�K�H�U�H�� �\�R�X��
�F�D�P�H���I�U�R�P���µ

�$�I�U�L�F�D�Q���Z�H�G�G�L�Q�J�V���D�U�H���V�L�P�L�O�D�U���W�R���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�·�V����
�Z�L�W�K���D���I�H�Z���H�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�V�����,�Q���$�I�U�L�F�D�����L�W�·�V���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\��
�W�K�H���M�R�L�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���W�Z�R���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V�����L�W�·�V���W�K�H���M�R�L�Q�L�Q�J���R�I��
�W�Z�R���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���D�V���Z�H�O�O�����1�R���Z�H�G�G�L�Q�J���L�V���D�O�L�N�H��
�D�Q�G���W�K�H�\���J�H�W���P�D�U�U�L�H�G���P�X�F�K���\�R�X�Q�J�H�U���W�K�H�U�H�����$�O�V�R����
�E�H�I�R�U�H���D���E�U�L�G�H���J�H�W�V���P�D�U�U�L�H�G�����W�K�H���H�O�G�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H��
�Y�L�O�O�D�J�H���J�L�Y�H���K�H�U���D�G�Y�L�F�H���D�Q�G���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W��

�7�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���-�H�Z�L�V�K���Z�H�G�G�L�Q�J�V���D�U�H���H�[�W�U�H�P�H�O�\��
�P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�I�X�O�����D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���$�L�V�K���F�R�P�����7�K�H�\���D�U�H��
�I�X�O�O���R�I���U�L�W�X�D�O�V���D�Q�G���F�X�V�W�R�P�V���X�Q�F�R�P�P�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H��
�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�H���� �(�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J�� �V�\�P�E�R�O�L�]�H�V��
�V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���G�H�H�S���D�Q�G���K�R�O�\�����7�K�H���F�K�D�W�D�Q���D�Q�G���N�D�O-
�O�D�K�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�Q���+�H�E�U�H�Z���W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�H�V���W�R���W�K�H���J�U�R�R�P��
�D�Q�G���E�U�L�G�H�����S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H���L�Q���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���G�X�U�L�Q�J��
�W�K�H�L�U���Z�H�G�G�L�Q�J���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q��

�$�W�� �W�K�H�� �F�H�U�H�P�R�Q�\���� �L�W�� �L�V�� �F�X�V�W�R�P�D�U�\�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H��
�P�R�W�K�H�U�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �E�U�L�G�H�� �D�Q�G�� �J�U�R�R�P�� �W�R�� �E�U�H�D�N�� �D��
�S�O�D�W�H�� �W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���� �V�\�P�E�R�O�L�]�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W��
�W�K�H���F�R�X�S�O�H���L�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�R���P�D�N�H�����7�K�H���S�O�D�W�H���V�L�J�Q�L�À�H�V��

Photo courtesy of upload.wikimedia.org

This is a traditional Mexican altar made for a loved one 
when they pass away.

�)�X�Q�H�U�D�O�V���D�U�H���V�L�P�L�O�D�U���D�O�O���R�Y�H�U����
�K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �W�K�H�U�H�� �D�U�H�� �V�O�L�J�K�W�� �G�L�I-
�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V���� �7�K�H�� �+�L�V�S�D�Q�L�F�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�H����
�I�R�U�� �L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H���� �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V�� �I�X�Q�H�U-
�D�O�V�� �L�Q�� �D�O�P�R�V�W�� �W�K�H�� �V�D�P�H�� �Z�D�\�� �D�V��
�$�P�H�U�L�F�D����

�,�Q���6�S�D�L�Q�����I�X�Q�H�U�D�O�V���K�D�S�S�H�Q���Y�H�U�\��
�I�D�V�W�����$�V�� �V�R�R�Q�� �D�V�� �V�R�P�H�R�Q�H�� �K�H�D�U�V��
�R�I���D���S�H�U�V�R�Q�·�V���G�H�D�W�K�����W�K�H�\���L�P�P�H-
�G�L�D�W�H�O�\���À�Q�G���R�X�W���D�O�O���R�I���W�K�H���G�H�W�D�L�O�V��
�R�I���W�K�H���I�X�Q�H�U�D�O���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H���0�D�V�V��
�D�Q�G�� �E�X�U�L�D�O�� �X�V�X�D�O�O�\�� �K�D�S�S�H�Q�� �V�R�R�Q��
�D�I�W�H�U�����,�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H���I�D�P�L�O�\���D�Q�G���F�O�R�V�H��
�I�U�L�H�Q�G�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �G�H�F�H�D�V�H�G�� �J�D�W�K�H�U��
�D�W���W�K�H���F�H�P�H�W�H�U�\�����7�K�H�Q�����W�K�H�U�H���L�V���D��

Photo courtesy of shop.vha-america.org

This Hindu temple is where most children go each year on their birthday in 
order to receive a blessing from the priest.

�%�L�U�W�K�G�D�\�V���D�U�H���D�Q���H�[�W�U�H�P�H�O�\���R�O�G���F�X�V-
�W�R�P�����+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����O�R�Q�J���D�J�R���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�H�U�H�Q�·�W��
�D�E�O�H���W�R���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H���W�K�H�L�U���H�[�D�F�W���G�D�W�H���R�I���E�L�U�W�K��
�E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H�U�H���Z�H�U�H���Q�R���F�D�O�H�Q�G�D�U�V�����7�K�H�L�U��
�E�L�U�W�K�G�D�\�V���Z�H�U�H���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���V�X�Q���D�Q�G��
�W�K�H�� �P�R�R�Q���� �:�K�H�Q�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
�F�D�O�H�Q�G�D�U���F�D�P�H���D�E�R�X�W�����S�H�R�S�O�H���F�R�X�O�G���X�V�H��
�W�K�H�P���W�R���U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���G�D�W�H�V���D�Q�G��
�H�Y�H�Q�W�V���� �%�L�U�W�K�G�D�\�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �R�Q�H�� �V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W��
�H�Y�H�Q�W���Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q���R�Q���F�D�O�H�Q�G�D�U�V��

�$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �7�H�D�F�K�H�U�O�L�Q�N���H�G���X�V�X��
�H�G�X�����V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���R�I���W�K�H���V�\�P�E�R�O�V���R�I���E�L�U�W�K�G�D�\�V����
�V�X�F�K���D�V���F�D�N�H�V���D�Q�G���F�D�Q�G�O�H�V�����Z�H�U�H���D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\��
�X�V�H�G���O�R�Q�J���D�J�R���L�Q���S�O�D�F�H�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���*�U�H�H�F�H��
�D�Q�G���*�H�U�P�D�Q�\�����2�Q�H���V�W�R�U�\���W�R�O�G���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H��
�F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �E�L�U�W�K�G�D�\�� �F�D�N�H�V�� �L�V�� �K�R�Z�� �W�K�H��
�*�U�H�H�N�V�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �E�U�L�Q�J�� �F�D�N�H�V�� �W�R���$�U�W�H�P�L�V����
�J�R�G�G�H�V�V���R�I���W�K�H���P�R�R�Q�����L�Q���R�U�G�H�U���W�R���V�\�P-
�E�R�O�L�]�H�� �W�K�H�� �P�R�R�Q���� �� �3�H�R�S�O�H�� �S�X�W�� �E�L�U�W�K�G�D�\��
�F�D�Q�G�O�H�V���R�Q���W�K�H�L�U���F�D�N�H�V���Q�R�Z���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I��
�W�K�H�� �*�H�U�P�D�Q�V���� �7�K�H�\�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �S�X�W�� �F�D�Q�G�O�H�V��

WEDDINGS

�L�Q���W�K�H���F�H�Q�W�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���F�D�N�H���D�Q�G���E�O�R�Z���W�K�H�P��
�R�X�W���� �$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �7�H�D�F�K�H�U�O�L�Q�N���� �´�7�K�H�\��
�E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���V�P�R�N�H���I�U�R�P���À�U�H�V���Z�R�X�O�G��
�W�D�N�H���W�K�H�L�U���Z�L�V�K�H�V���X�S���W�R���K�H�D�Y�H�Q���µ���7�K�L�V���L�V��
�Z�K�\���W�R�G�D�\���P�D�Q�\���S�H�R�S�O�H���P�D�N�H���D���Z�L�V�K���D�Q�G��
�E�O�R�Z���R�X�W���W�K�H�L�U���F�D�Q�G�O�H�V��

�$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �F�R�P�P�R�Q�� �V�\�P�E�R�O�V��
�K�D�Y�H���V�Z�H�S�W���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���F�X�O�W�X�U�H����
�W�K�H�U�H�� �D�U�H�� �V�W�L�O�O�� �P�D�Q�\�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �S�D�U�W�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
�Z�R�U�O�G���W�K�D�W���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H���E�L�U�W�K�G�D�\�V���L�Q���G�L�I�I�H�U-
�H�Q�W���Z�D�\�V��

�)�R�U���.�R�U�H�D�Q�V�����D���S�H�U�V�R�Q�·�V���P�R�V�W���L�P�S�R�U-
�W�D�Q�W�� �E�L�U�W�K�G�D�\�� �L�V�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �À�U�V�W���� �7�K�H�� �E�D�E�\�� �L�V��
�G�U�H�V�V�H�G���L�Q���Q�L�F�H���F�O�R�W�K�H�V���D�Q�G���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���W�R��
�I�D�P�L�O�\���D�Q�G���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V�����$�I�W�H�U�Z�D�U�G�V�����W�K�H�U�H���L�V���D��
�F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���G�L�Q�Q�H�U�����(�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���O�H�D�Y�H�V��
�P�R�Q�H�\���I�R�U���W�K�H���F�K�L�O�G��

�+�L�Q�G�X�� �E�L�U�W�K�G�D�\�V�� �D�U�H�� �U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V�O�\�� �R�U�L-
�H�Q�W�H�G���D�Q�G���D�U�H���R�Q�O�\�� �F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�G���X�S���W�R���W�K�H��
�D�J�H���R�I���V�L�[�W�H�H�Q�����(�D�F�K���\�H�D�U���X�Q�W�L�O���W�K�H�Q�����W�K�H�\��
�J�R���W�R���W�K�H���W�H�P�S�O�H���Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H�\���E�U�L�Q�J���Á�R�Z�H�U�V��
�D�Q�G���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���D���E�O�H�V�V�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���S�U�L�H�V�W��

�0�D�V�V�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���� �Z�K�L�F�K��
�H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���F�D�Q���D�W�W�H�Q�G��

�,�Q���0�H�[�L�F�R�����W�K�H�\���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H���G�H�D�W�K��
�P�X�F�K���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W�O�\�����2�Q���W�K�H���Q�L�J�K�W���R�I��
�1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U�� ���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �R�I��
�1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U���������0�H�[�L�F�D�Q�V���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H��
�'�D�\�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �'�H�D�G���� �$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J�� �W�R��
�3�E�V���R�U�J�����W�K�L�V���L�V���D���K�R�O�L�G�D�\���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H��
�V�R�X�O�V���R�I���W�K�H���G�H�D�G���U�H�W�X�U�Q���W�R���E�H���Z�L�W�K��
�W�K�H�L�U�� �I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V�� �I�R�U�� �R�Q�H�� �Q�L�J�K�W���� �)�R�U��
�&�D�W�K�R�O�L�F�V�����W�K�H�V�H���G�D�\�V���D�U�H���F�D�O�O�H�G���$�O�O��
�6�R�X�O�V���'�D�\���D�Q�G���$�O�O���6�D�L�Q�W�V���'�D�\��

�7�K�L�V���L�V���V�R���P�X�F�K���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���I�U�R�P��
�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���D�Q�G���(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q��
�E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �W�K�H�� �0�H�[�L�F�D�Q�V�� �D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\��
�F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�� �W�K�H�� �G�H�D�W�K�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �D�Q-
�F�H�V�W�R�U�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���D���S�D�U�W�\���Z�L�W�K���I�R�R�G����

�V�R�Q�J���D�Q�G���G�D�Q�F�H�����,�W���L�V���D���K�D�S�S�\���D�Q�G��
�M�R�\�I�X�O���G�D�\�����Q�R�W���V�D�G�������7�K�H�\���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H��
�W�K�D�W���W�K�H�L�U���O�R�Y�H�G���R�Q�H�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���Z�L�W�K��
�W�K�H�P�� �D�J�D�L�Q���� �R�Q�F�H�� �D�� �\�H�D�U���� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H��
celebration.

�$�Q�R�W�K�H�U�� �0�H�[�L�F�D�Q�� �W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�� �L�V��
�W�R���F�U�H�D�W�H���D�Q���D�O�W�D�U���L�Q���R�U�G�H�U���W�R���K�R�Q�R�U��
�W�K�H�� �R�Q�H�� �W�K�H�\�� �O�R�V�W���� �0�H�[�L�F�D�Q�V�� �F�D�O�O��
�W�K�H�V�H���D�O�W�D�U�V���´�R�I�U�H�Q�G�D�V���µ���2�Q���W�K�H�V�H��
�D�O�W�D�U�V�����W�K�H�\���S�X�W���W�K�L�Q�J�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���G�H-
�F�H�D�V�H�G���O�R�Y�H�G���V�X�F�K���D�V���D���V�Z�H�D�W�V�K�L�U�W��
�R�U���W�R�\���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�Q���W�K�H���'�D�\���R�I���W�K�H��
�'�H�D�G�����W�K�H���V�S�L�U�L�W�V���U�H�W�X�U�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H�P��
�I�R�U���W�K�D�W���R�Q�H���Q�L�J�K�W�����8�V�X�D�O�O�\�����W�K�H�U�H��
is also corn on the altar because 
�L�W�� �V�\�P�E�R�O�L�]�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�W�\�� �R�I��
�O�L�I�H��

FUNERALS

BIRTHDAYS
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Brad’s Journal
My thoughts on 9/11

Brad Michael Negulescu
World News Editor

This week, our nation commemorated the sixth anniversary of my 
generation’s day of infamy. It’s difficult for me to even put the experi-
ence of 9/11 into words. Like everyone who lived through it, I remember 
everything about that day exactly as it happened. 

I had just started college in the fall of 2001. And being an 18-year-old 
who was away from home for the first time made it hard for me to make 
sense of a world that had literally changed before my eyes. Admittedly, I 
was not very knowledgeable at the time about geo-politics and American 
foreign policy. I had no idea who Osama bin Laden was and I had never 
in my life heard the words al-Qaida or Taliban. 

I was oblivious that there were people in this world who wanted to 
kill me just for living where I lived and for decisions that my govern-
ment had made on my behalf before I was even born. I was a typical 
American teenager. 

I had grown up under this false sense of security simply believing that 
because I laid my head every night in the most powerful country on earth 
that I was invincible. And that somehow two large bodies of water that 
flanked our borders acted as impenetrable walls. My  naiveté  was shat-
tered in a matter of hours as I watched 3,000 of my fellow countrymen 
and women murdered by 19 foot soldiers whom were hand picked and 
sent into my country to make a statement. 

This might sound cliche, but I don’t really care because it is the truth, 
September 11 changed my life. Before that day I wanted to be a radio 
disc jockey, but after what transpired that beautiful last summer’s morn-
ing with its warm dark blue sky, I became obsessed with a world that 
suddenly seemed so big and terrifying. 

The night of the 11th of September, 2001, was the only time in my life 
I went to bed afraid of being an American. I had no idea what to expect 
of a world that I knew would never be the same. Could things return to a 
relative sense of normalcy or would we be getting attacked on a regular 
basis? I didn’t have an answer. I remember closing my eyes and replay-
ing the horrific sight of innocent people jumping out of the World Trade 
Center to their violent death. 

To this day, I still do not know what possessed those poor and desperate 
people to jump out of those buildings. I have decided that maybe higher 
power came to them in those moments of hell and told them to end their 
lives that way to avoid suffering any more than they already had. That 
might sound dumb to some of you, but to me it’s the easiest way to make 
sense of an otherwise un-comprehendable series of events. 

If anything good came out of 9/11, it was the way that Americans were 
able to rally around each other during a time of national mourning. When 
President Bush addressed the nation that night, as the ruins of the Twin 
Towers and Pentagon were still smoldering, he said, “Terrorist attacks 
can shake the foundations of our biggest buildings, but they cannot touch 
the foundation of America. These acts shatter steel, but they cannot dent 
the steel of American resolve.” The president was right. 

Those attacks didn’t scare us into capitulation, instead they angered 
us into resolute action. Americans did not wave the white flag, we waved 
our flag. 

Red, white and blue was everywhere in the months following the 
attacks. People put flags on their cars and homes, signs saying “we will 
never forget” were all over the place, and a love for this country and what 
America stood for was thrust upon a generation that had previously took 
it for granted. 

I’ll leave you with a story. I remember going to an Indians game shortly 
after 9/11. It was the first time I had stood for the National Anthem since 
the attacks. Listening to that song, which I had heard hundreds of times 
before, sounded different now that my country was at war. I also remember 
looking at an older gentleman, probably in his seventies with his hand 
over his heart listening to Francis Scott Key’s words. 

It dawned on me that now people my age had a reason to heed those 
words and to have pride in that song and what it meant, the same way that 
I could tell he had. It’s amazing how experiences like that can change a 
young person’s outlook on things. And overall, that’s what 9/11 did for 
me. I will take the images and lessons of that day to my grave. 

The heroes that died that day deserve at least that from all of us hope-
fully ensuring nothing like that will ever happen again to us, our children, 
or even their children. I, for one, will never forget.

He’s Alive
Osama bin Laden appeared on 

video last week for the first time 
since October of 2004. The taped 
message, showing a different look-
ing bin Laden with a much darker 
and shorter beard, was a mes-
sage from the terror leader to the 
American people as we were set to 
commemorate the six anniversary 
of September 11, 2001. 

After intense analysis by United 
States Intelligence services using 
his voice as a means of identifica-
tion, it was determined that the tape 
was authentic and that it was indeed 
bin Laden.

The 26-minute video does not 
contain any direct warnings of an 
impending attack, focusing instead 
on the Iraq war and the “terrorism” 
of Western leaders, including Presi-
dent Bush, Prime Minister Gordon 
Brown of Britain and President 
Nicolas Sarkozy of France. 

Osama bin Laden vowed to 
“continue to escalate the killing 
and fighting” in Iraq, according to 
The Associated Press.

Homeland Security Chief Mi-
chael Chertoff dismissed the tape 
calling it “propaganda.”

 “Having a tape issued in con-
nection with the anniversary of 
9/11 is also not a big surprise,” 
Chertoff said. 

 “In the past, al-Qaida has issued 
tapes in connection with September 
11th. It is a big day for them in 
terms of their view of having had a 
victory against the United States.”

Intelligence Analysts say the 
video is more about timing than 
substance, an attempt by history’s 
most wanted fugitive to thumb his 
nose at the forces arrayed against 
him and remind the world that he 
hasn’t been caught. 

He ridiculed President Bush on 
Iraq, saying events there have got-
ten “out of control’’ and comparing 
the American leader to “one who 
plows and sows the sea: He harvests 
nothing but failure,” according to 
The AP.

In the video, bin Laden also tells 
the American people his fighters are 
duty bound to “escalate the fighting 
and killing against you’’ in Iraq. 

But he adds that there is a solu-
tion to the bloodshed, saying: “I 
invite you to embrace Islam.’’ In 
response, President Bush, speaking 
in Sydney, Australia, said, “Iraq is 
part of this war against extremists,” 
The AP  reported.

 “If al-Qaida bothers to men-
tion Iraq, it’s because they want 
to achieve their objectives in Iraq, 
which is to drive us out.”

A second video of bin Laden 
was released on September 11, as 
an obvious use of symbolism by 
the terrorist leader.

During a 14-minute statement, 
he praised one of the hijackers who 
flew jetliners into the World Trade 
Center, Waleed al-Shehri, as “one 
of the 19 champions,” and urged 
others to join him in the “caravan” 
of martyrs.

Frances Fragos Townsend, a top 
White House aide on terrorism, re-
sponded to the tape by declaring bin 

Laden “virtually impotent.”
“This is about the best he can 

do,” she said. “This is a man out 
on a run.” Osama bin Laden has 
been in hiding since September 
of 2001. 

He is still believed to be in a 
very mountainous region on the 
border of Afghanistan and Paki-
stan. 

He is being protected by tribal 
leaders sympathetic to his Jihad 
against western interests. 

It is believed that Osama bin 
Laden barely escaped U.S. bom-
bardment in the Tora Bora region 
of Afghanistan back in December 
of 2001. 

It is also rumored that American 
special forces units continue to hunt 
bin Laden and other terror leaders 
on both sides of the Afghanistan/
Pakistan border. Approximately 
18,000 U.S. troops are still in 
Afghanistan.

“I don’t think there are any 
immediate political implications, 
since this sort of thing has been 
done often enough in the past,” said 
Sven Dubie, professor of history at 
John Carroll University. 

“What is important is not to al-
low ourselves to react to the point 
of distraction to these particular set 
of tapes but, rather, that we remain 
focused on our objective of root-
ing out the al-Qaida networks and 
impair their ability to do anything 
more than taunt us.”

The U.S. Government is cur-
rently offering a reward up to $50 
million for information leading to 
the capture of Osama bin Laden.

Osama bin Laden appears on video for first time since 2004

Left: Osama bin Laden on tape in late 2004. Right: bin Laden in most recent video tape.

Brad Michael Negulescu
World News Editor

AP Photo
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Fred Thompson is finally in
After months of speculation former Senator Fred Thompson announces candidacy for president

Former Republican Tennes-
see Senator Fred Thompson 
declared his candidacy for the 
2008 presidential election on 
“The Tonight Show” with Jay 
Leno while his eight opponents 
debated in New Hampshire 
without him. 

Now that Thompson is an 
official candidate for the Repub-
lican nomination, he has vowed 
to return the Republican Party 
to the way it was when he and 
other republicans seized control 
of Congress in 1994 under the 
Clinton Administration. 

Thompson’s pursuit of the 
Republican nomination will not 
be an easy one. He has been 
inundated with fundraising 
hurdles as well as high-profile 
staff departures and less-than-
stellar performances at cam-
paign events, according to The 
Associated Press.

Thompson also has suffered 
from repeated questions about 
his career as a lobbyist and his 
beliefs on abortion. Along with 
his financial issues, Thompson 
also faces the difficult challenge 
of living up to the high expecta-
tions of the conservative wing 
of the Republican Party. Some 
within the party consider him 
the only real conservative can-
didate with a chance to win the 
nomination.

Perhaps best known for his 
role on NBC’s hit drama “Law 

& Order” as District Attorney Ar-
thur Branch. Aside from that role, 
Thompson is also known for star-
ring in countless other movies.

Thompson created quite a buzz 
last week after deciding to skip 
an important GOP debate in New 
Hampshire to announce his candi-
dacy to Jay Leno on the “Tonight 
Show.”

While on “The Tonight Show,” 
Thompson poked fun at his lead-
ing Republican opponents Rudy 
Giuliani and Mitt Romney say-
ing “In 1994, when I first ran, I 

advocated the same commonsense 
conservative positions that I hold 
today” which implies that Romney 
and Giuliani’s credentials should be 
inspected because both candidates 
stood on moderate to liberal plat-
forms on social issues when they 
held their previous offices. 

According to The AP, many 
Republicans are less satisfied with 
their choices than they are with the 
Democrats. 

However, Thompson ranks high-
ly within GOP surveys and  is not far 
behind national frontrunner Rudy 

Giuliani. He is trying to maneuver 
carefully to become the favorite of 
the GOP base. 

With this, and his other cre-
dentials differing from his top op-
ponents, Thompson sees this as an 
opening to secure the Republican 
nomination.

According to The AP, Thomp-
son describes himself as competent 
enough to deal with “grave issues 
affecting the safety and security 
of the American people and our 
economic well being.”

Thompson also plans to limit 

powers of the federal govern-
ment in areas where individual 
states are able to make their own 
policy. 

This includes policies on 
welfare, education and same-sex 
relationships. In terms of immi-
gration, Thompson opposes the 
“conditional path to citizenship 
for illegal immigrants” that was 
present in legislation supported 
by President Bush, according to 
The AP.

Iran and Iraq have both been a 
huge topic of discussion when it 
comes to each of the Republican 
candidates. Thompson supports 
Bush’s plans in Iraq and believes 
that it was right to invade.

Thompson said he would con-
sider a defensive attack on Iran 
if they came close to developing 
any kind of nuclear weapons.

Thompson not only supports 
President Bush’s foreign policy, 
he also supports many of Bush’s 
domestic policies including tax 
cuts. 

However, Thompson’s views 
on abortion seem to get him into 
some trouble with more conserva-
tive Republicans. He believes that 
the constitutional right to abortion 
should be reversed but he would 
not support a constitutional abor-
tion ban, if one was to ever be put 
in place.

 Thompson made it clear that 
the states should hold the power to 
decide their own abortion policy.  
He also believes that states should 
decide on welfare, education and 
same-sex relationships.

Major terror attack against U.S. interests thwarted in Germany

New concerns have risen 
in the Global War on Terror 
after the recent discovery of a 
potentially major terror plot in 
Germany.

Three suspects were arrested 
following the conclusion of a 
six-month investigation reveal-
ing that they had been planning 
massive terrorist attacks on 
several locations. 

One of these was the crowd-
ed Ramstein Air Force Base in 
Frankfurt, Germany, an inter-
national airport which served 
as a military hub for NATO and 
the United States, according to 
The New York Sun. Ramstein 
is home to the 86th Airlift Wing 
and the 435th Airbase Wing.

The United States has numer-
ous air and Army bases through-
out German territory.

In the six years since the 
September 11 attacks, Europe 
has been a prime target for al-
Qaida terrorists. 

Western Europe’s huge Mus-
lim population makes it difficult 
to track potential bombers, 
however increased intelligence 
sharing has helped stop numer-
ous attacks.

The suspects in the plot were 

two German citizens who con-
verted to Islam named Fritz Martin 
Gelowicz and Daniel Martin Sch-
neider, as well as Adem Yilmaz, a 
Turkish resident of Germany. 

They reportedly belong to the 
Islamic Jihad Union, a branch 
group of the Islamic Movement 
of Uzbekistan.

“If we hadn’t here and there 
gotten little puzzle pieces of in-
formation, often through coinci-
dences, we wouldn’t have found 
them,” said an anonymous German 
intelligence official in The New 
York Times.

“It’s got to be gratifying after 
the intelligence failures around the 
Iraq War,” said  Elizabeth Stiles, a 
Political Science professor at John 
Carroll University.

According to Monika Harms, 
a German federal prosecutor in 
the case, the suspects had been 
trained at terror camps in Pakistan, 
where they had learned to make 
explosives out of such chemicals 
as hydrogen peroxide. “They 
were planning massive attacks,” 
she said.

In fact, the suspects had amassed 
about 1,500 lbs. of hydrogen per-
oxide, a key ingredient in making 
their intended explosives.

 Hydrogen peroxide is a chemi-
cal that can be concentrated and 
combined with other chemicals, 

such as nail polish remover, to make 
an unstable explosive that could go 
off at an unpredictable time, accord-
ing to The Associated Press.

The amount of hydrogen per-
oxide in the suspects’ possession 
had the potential to cause greater 
explosions than the bombs used in 
the 2004 Madrid bombing and the 
2005 attacks on London.

“The suspects had been under 
observation by security officials for 
a long time,” said German legislator 
Wolfgang Bosbach, in reference to 
previous events. 

“Consequently, we know with-
out any doubt that they were plan-
ning attacks that would have had 
considerable consequences.” 

The police became suspicious 
when the suspects were observ-
ing an American military base 
in 2006, as a potential target for 
an attack.

Before the arrest, while the 
suspects were still under surveil-
lance, German police made a se-
cret swap of the liquid weapons, 
exchanging tanks of hydrogen 
peroxide with a harmless liquid. 
Official intervention by the au-
thorities did not occur until last 
week.

Bosbach speculated that any 
imminent threat could have been 
carried out within a matter of days 
of the arrest, given the proximity 
to the anniversary of the 9/11 

Former Tennessee Senator Fred Thompson on the stump speaking to a group of supporters.

Catie McLaughlin
The Carroll News

“The suspects had been under 
observation by security officials for 
a long time. Consequently, we know 
without any doubt that they were 
planning attacks that would have had 
considerable consequences.”

Wolfgang Bosbach
German Legislator

attacks.
 He described the current period 

as being “highly sensitive,” indicat-
ing that the danger of attack was 
more likely to occur at this time of 
the year than most others, accord-
ing to The AP.

 Joerg Ziercke, head of the Ger-
man Federal Crime Office, that said 
that the police believe the terrorist 
group to which the suspects belong 
is closely tied to al-Qaida. 

However, according to the In-
ternational Herald Tribune, those 
guilty of the most high-profile 
terrorist attacks that have occurred 
since 9/11 have been accused of the 
same, and many times, this has not 
been proven.

Although the arrests have been 
made for these key suspects in 
terror plots after the long investiga-
tion, the threat has not completely 
come to an end. 

While there is no imminent 
threat of an attack, authorities 
remain on high alert. 

Harms said that the investiga-
tion was “able to succeed in rec-
ognizing and preventing these most 
serious and massive bombings.” 

But German counterterrorism 
officials still say that the members 
of the Islamic Jihad Union who 
are still at large within the country 
could launch a parallel attack based 
on the original plans. 

Meghan Wolf
Staff Reporter

AP Photo
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*People that want to be part of a media team     
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  metro area &  around the world on the web
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Hit: Rukus.com is free to students miss: Celebration of the 
Spirit luncheon Hit: JCU Soccer Classic Hit: Tribe in 1st place 
Hit/miss: new sophomore parking lot Hit: “The Killers” concert 
Hit: student involvement fair Hit: JCU ranked 7th among mid-
west schools miss: Hurricane Felix death toll rises over 100  
Hit/miss: Steelers win over Browns miss(ing): polar bears in 
Alaska due to global warming  Hit: iPod phone slashes $200 off 
price Hit: JCU Relay for Life ranked no. 1 in their division Hit: 
Yucatan study trip being offered miss: Britney Spears perfor-
mance at VMAs Hit: Brew ‘n Bistro extends hours miss(ing): 
paper from printers in student center computer labs miss: 
Pavarotti dies Hit: Bill Gates named most influential person in 
U.S. miss: price of groceries goes up Hit/miss: cruise lines go 
smoke free Hit: Senate voted to increase college aid
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Expanded parking lot

U.S. news illiteracy
-an onlooker at the MTV Video Music Awards, after Britney Spears 
opening performance of her new single, “Gimme More.”  

Growing space concerns have caused the University to re-
evaluate parking for underclassmen. In an effort to tackle the 
problem of limited spaces, JCU has expanded parking options to 
sophomores and first year students. 

A parking area located at the shopping center in the northwest 
corner of the Cedar/Warrensville intersection (right behind Chipo-
tle) is now being rented by the University from  the municipality 
of South Euclid. 

This expansion proves to be a step in the right direction of 
addressing the parking issue, but this is just a temporary solu-
tion to fix the problem. The university should find a long-term, 
on-campus solution.

Currently, students must pay $175 to use this lot—$50 more 
than the amount of a parking pass for on campus. This extra money 
is going towards the actual rental of the lot, security services pro-
vided by Tenable Protective Services, and snow removal during 
the winter months.  

Also, the University is offering only 75 spaces, meaning stu-
dents still aren’t guaranteed a spot. To get to the lot, students must 
catch a shuttle bus during designated hours. This implies that if 
students need their cars during non-operation hours, they  must 
then find an alternate mode of transportation. 

The University needs to consider making improvements in 
accommodating all their students on campus. Building a parking 
garage potentially where Bohannon Science Center is, seems to 
be a conventional alternative. Having a parking garage on cam-
pus would eliminate the lottery, overpricing for passes, and the 
wasting of space. 

Many people have seen the video of Miss Teen USA South 
Carolina and her inability to explain why 20 percent of Americans 
cannot find the United States on a map. 

 Although her answer is humorous, her lack of knowledge  
represents an even larger problem.  According to Harris polls 
over the summer, political awareness of United States and world 
issues is embarrassingly low. 

One thing that people can do is take the time to read a news-
paper; John Carroll University has free copies of The New York 
Times and U.S.A Today in the Student Center.

The July poll of 2,225 adults showed that only one third of the 
surveyed adults are knowledgeable of current domestic political 
issues.  Only 17 percent of 2,870 adults in an August poll claimed 
to be knowledgeable on world politics.   

This trend is alarming. There are many significant events oc-
curring globally.  

The insurgency in Iraq continues, Israel and Syria are on the 
brink of war, there are still significant political skirmishes over 
Iran’s desire to acquire nuclear capabilities, and terrorist threats 
remain – whether those recently foiled in Germany, Osama’s lat-
est video challenge, or the United States recent threat to Eritrea.  
Our nation’s difficulty in diplomatically engaging other nations 
has severely undercut perceptions of United States leadership. 
Now more than ever, global awareness is essential as the United 
States becomes more intertwined with a global economy and 
international issues.  

Finally, as we approach a presidential election year, the need for 
an informed citizenry is increased, particularly because of national 
and international threats like global terrorism, regional instability, 
environmental crises, political discord, and disaster management. 
The papers are available and free. Take advantage of that.

“Britney looks like a hot, sweaty mess 
[...] “Look at her. She’s barely moving.”
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You’re wrong, I’m Rafferty: 

OURVIEW

Staff Commentary

Lo Castro’s 
			   Lowdown

Jenna Lo Castro 
Editorial & Op/Ed  Editor

Gettin’ the 

Contact Jenna Lo Castro at:
jlocastro09@jcu.edu

	 word on:
Being a real life 

Planeteer               
Jeff Evans

Movies and Music Critic

Wonderword

Polyglot means speaking or containing many languages.

       What does polyglot mean?

“A growth on the pizza at the 
Inn Between.”

Charlie Moeller,
freshman

“Multiple groups of fresh-
men who are intoxicated.”

Kristin McDonald,
freshman

—Compiled by Jenna Lo Castro

“Many angry bees”
Suzy Music,

senior

Andrew Rafferty
Managing Editor

Contact Andrew Rafferty at: 
arafferty09@jcu.edu

Where would Captain Planet be 
if there wasn’t some environmental-
ly detrimental villain? Without a TV 
show, that’s for sure.  As children, 
we were all exposed to the dangers 
of pollution. But, in today’s society, 
the dangers of harming the planet 
have severely grown. 

Enter global warming. It’s not 
just some silly pop culture trivia 
idiom or Al Gore’s newest step-
ping stone to get elected. As much 
as we’d like to think that issue 
will never wholly influence our 
generation, the gigantic hole in our 
planet’s ozone layer is continuing to 
affect our most precious resources. 
So you’re thinking that because 
you’re not directly effected by it, 
that it shouldn’t matter. News flash: 
It definitely does. And so does all 
the other pollution we inflict on 
the environment, even if we don’t 
mean to do it. 

According to the latest news 
from the Environmental Defense 
Organization, polar bears are begin-
ning to die because of the melting 
Arctic circle, species of exotic trees 
in the Amazon are disappearing 
from change in climate, and coral 
reefs are disappearing.

Ironically, we are the main 
culprits behind this environmental 
homicide. In fact, the U.S. cur-
rently reigns as the biggest global 
polluter. I, for one, am not the big-
gest advocate on the recent media 
hype about global warming, but I 
do condone the fact that a handful 
of uber-assertive individuals (some 
with lots of money) are putting the 
much needed time and energy into 
educating the mass public about our 
wilting planet. 

Of course, some people find 
the emotionally charged anecdotes 
(Leonardo DiCaprio, anyone?) and 
assaulting statistics quite bombas-
tic. But if someone doesn’t put the 

information out there, who will? It 
seems to me that people just figure 
that someone else will come along 
and do the job that they claim is far 
too large for any one person. 

Talk about lack of motivation. I 
wonder what this whole place would 
look like if that was everyone’s 
attitude.   

Global warming isn’t a myth. 
It’s as real as the aluminum pop can 
sitting on your desk or the ten extra 
copies of a paper that you print off 
at Grasselli. 

And until society, especially 
our generation, acknowledges the 
fact that one day the earth is going 
to look like Judgment Day in “The 
Terminator,” the polar bears are still 
going to die. 

I’m not suggesting by any means 
that we should all drop what we’re 
doing and contribute a massive por-
tion of our time to the environment. 
I, however, am stressing that people 
should  make a conscious effort to 
watch their actions and make eco-
friendly decisions. 

 This is as simple as not littering 
or putting your used paper in the 
recycling bins in the dorms. Instead 
of taking a 45-minute shower, take 
a 30-minute shower. If you live off 
campus, walk to school or ride your 
bike a couple days a week. And, if 
you smoke, pick up your cigarette 
butts rather than throwing them 
on the grass (the squirrels will ap-
preciate it). 

You know, Captain Planet wasn’t 
some silly childhood cartoon that 
we all watched. Some of the most 
simplistic things can carry some 
pretty meaningful ideas. So take 
it from Ma-Ti (the planeteer from 
India with the monkey), and have 
a little compassion for your sur-
roundings. 

This is a message to the lucky 
ones.  Yes you, the freshmen.  I’m 
sure you’ve all heard it before, but 
these could be the best four years 
of your lives.  

Take advantage of it because, 
trust me, when you look back on it a 
couple years from now, you’ll wish 
you could go back.

First, let me say “congratula-
tions.” You’ve all made it to col-
lege, the Mecca of partying and 
independence.  

This is a time to explore differ-
ent paths, question your beliefs, and 
most certainly make some life-long 
friends. But remember, the celebra-

tion can’t last forever, and some re-
sponsibility has to be taken on your 
part.  Trust me, I’ve tried it and my 
grades are proof.  Entering college 
can be a shock to some, and many 
aren’t ready to handle this kind of 
freedom.  With no one watching 
out for what time you got to bed 
last night, it’s easy to let this whole 
homework thing pile up on you.  
Just remember to stay on task, and 
have fun while doing it.  

Another thing that I recommend 
is getting involved.  There are so 
many groups and organizations 
available on campus that it’s hard 
to keep track.  

 You’re never going to meet any-
one by sitting in your room all day 
watching TV, so mix it up. 

I’m not saying you should run 
out and join a bunch of groups just 
to put them on your resumé, but you 
should at least attend a couple meet-
ings to see if you’d be interested.  

I owe a great deal of my friends 
to the different groups and sports 
that I’ve been involved with over 
the years.

As I fondly look back on my 
freshman year, most of my memo-

ries come from the times I spent 
with my roommate and other guys 
in my hall.  I’ll be the first to admit 
it, I love living in the dorms.  Pacelli, 
which was an all-guys dorm, was an 
easy choice for me.  

I attended an all-guy high school 
and I figured Pacelli would be a 
great way to make new friends, 
which I realize don’t always come 
easy.  

Being roommates with someone 
that you have never met before can 
be intimidating and sometimes 
bothersome.  

Having to deal with someone 
else’s likes, dislikes and overall 
daily schedule can be quite a task.  

I consider myself lucky to be 
paired up with someone that I got 
along so well with, because he’s 
now one of my best friends.    

College is the perfect opportu-
nity to grow, learn, and experience 
things you never thought possible.  
Take it from me, college will go 
by fast enough and you’ll soon be 
thrown into the real world; don’t 
rush it.  I wish all of you the best of 
luck in your first year of college, and 
that you make the most of it.

A wise word to first year students

Forget about the US News and 
World Report’s ranking of Ameri-
ca’s best colleges.  It’s bias, useless, 
and will soon be obsolete.  There 
now is a much more definitive, 
indisputable way to solve how valu-
able a college really is.

It comes to us courtesy of the 
Web site, Jon’s World o’ Squirrel’s.  

The site ranks school’s by their 
squirrel population.  According to 
it, “The quality of an institution 
of higher learning can often be 
determined by the size, health and 
behavior of the squirrel population 
on campus.”  

I know it’s true because it’s 
on the Internet. Remember, when 
searching for scholarly sources of 
information, always start with Wiki-
pedia or teenage girls’ blogs. 

U.C. Berkeley, Mary Baldwin 
College and the Naval Academy 
highlight the list, each receiving five 
squirrels.Where does JCU rank?  
Well, we’re not on it, but we should 
be.  I sent an e-mail to the site that 
told them about JCU’s 4:1 student to 
squirrel ratio.  I even went in depth 

about Dr. Nutz, our tenured squirrel 
professor.  If anyone deserves to be 
on that list, it’s us. Since the site was 
last updated was in 2004, I don’t 
expect my letter to yield results.

C.S.U Fullerton received an 
embarrassing negative one squir-
rel. According to the site, “On very 
rare occasions you MIGHT see a 
squirrel here.  There was a colony 
of California Ground Squirrels near 
the humanities building, until they 
POISONED THEM ALL.” Hon-
estly, I would transfer if my school 
got a negative one squirrel.

Despite it’s scientific and impres-
sively persuasive ranking system, 
World o’ Squirrel’s has its critics, 
the foremost being Scary Squirrel 
World.

The site defends C.S.U Ful-
lerton, saying, “the Hero Patriots 
of Fullerton stopped a nutzy plot 
to burrow under and undermine 
the foundation of the Humanities 
Building.”

The site also answers the ques-
tions, “Where Do Skwerls Come 
From?” and “Are There Squirrels 
In Heaven?”  

I actually found this site so in-
teresting because I have come up 
with a similar ranking system for 
colleges.  It’s on a slightly different 
scale though.

See, instead of ranking colleges 
by their squirrel population, I rank 
them by their Natty Light popula-
tion.  JCU leads the list with five 
Natty Lights.  Baldwin-Wallace 

received negative four.  However, 
they did receive three Smirnoff 
Ices, but they couldn’t finish them 
all.  (Note to CSS: Be aware of B-W 
students sneaking Appletinis into 
the Homecoming game).

I can understand how some 
people might not be excited or ap-
prove of this ranking system.  

Since, well, the overall academic 
quality of an institution goes down 
with every Natural Light its students 
consume. My Web Site, Andrew’s 
World o’ Natty Light should be up 
soon.  I’m looking for writers, so 
please e-mail me if interested.
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Want your voice heard?

Write a Letter To  
The Editor!

Email: jcunews@jcu.edu

Deadline is 
Sunday at 6:30 p.m.
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Paying it Forward:
Clubs and groups share how their organizations

 contribute to the JCU community 

Men’s Hockey Team

Despite all of the on-campus 
activities offered at John Carroll 
University, there is one campus 
organization that offers an excellent 
off-campus activity. 

The club hockey team plays their 
games at Gilmour Academy, a short 
drive from campus. All of the games 
are a safe, fun way to spend part 
of your Friday night or Saturday 
afternoon. 

The best part of going out and 
taking in a game is that you do not 
lose your entire night to that activ-
ity. Games end early enough so 
that you can spend the rest of your 
Friday or Saturday elsewhere, if you 
so choose. 

Starting this season, the team 
will be increasing the number of 
fan activities at each game. For 
example, there will be games where 

members of Greek organizations 
or members of other JCU athletic 
teams get into the games for free. 
In addition, there will be multiple 
games where items are given out to 
fans including the ever popular free 
T-shirts at the home opener. 

One of the main goals of the 
team is to work together with other 
on campus organizations to bring 
groups together on campus. 

In addition to last season’s Greek 
Night, the team collaborated with the 
JCU Pep Band for one game. There 
are plans to continue collaboration 
with other on-campus organizations 
and teams. The camaraderie that the 
team shares in the locker room   is 
reflected  in the work they do with 
other JCU organizations.

There are not only opportuni-
ties for hockey players to be part 

of the club. 
The team is always looking 

for volunteers and other people to 
join the club in a non-hockey role. 
In addition to the exciting on ice 
play, there are numerous ways for 
students to become involved with 
the team. 

The 2007 season will feature a 
new special event at one game. The 
team will be inviting youth organi-
zations from the area to take in an 
afternoon game for free. The  goal is 
to have an exciting, safe atmosphere 
for kids to watch a game.

The kids day game will also 
feature two youth teams playing 
a short game between the first and 
second period of the game. 

In addition to providing a week-
end activity for students and an 
organization for both players and 

non-players to participate, the 
hockey team also brings in students 
from various parts of the country.

Of the 27 players on the roster 
this season only nine are from Ohio. 
The team has continued to aid John 
Carroll in expanding its reach across 
the country. The team has brought in 
players from all over the nation, in 
past years there have been students 
from Colorado and California. 

Current players features home-
towns of Southlake, Texas, St. 
Louis, Missouri and Columbus, 
Indiana, just to name a few.

While the team does not bring in 
hundreds of new students a year the 
on-campus interest in the team may 
one day contribute to more students 
at JCU. In the off-season the team 
does not simply wait until the next 
season rolls around. 

The long season the team plays 
does not allow for much participa-
tion in service activities but during  
the off season, they find time to 
volunteer. 

Last spring the entire team par-
ticipated in the first ever Relay for 
Life, and they will be participating 
again this spring. 

Relay for Life provided a way 
for every member to donate money 
to a good cause and give back to the 
community at the same time. 

Not only is the club hockey team 
a useful tool in bringing students 
to campus, but it is also another 
organization that engages in service 
projects to give back to the com-
munity.

-The John Carroll Hockey 
Team

Do you belong to an 
organization or group that “pays 
it forward” and gives something 

back to the JCU community? 
Write about it! 

E-mail your piece (between 500-600 
words) to jcunews@jcu.edu by 

Sunday at 5:00 p.m. 
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Classified ads cost $5.00 for the 
first 10 words and $0.25 for each 
additional word. 

To be placed, ads must be typed 
or handwritten clearly and leg-
ibly and sent to or dropped off 
at The Carroll News office with 
payment. 

Classified ads will not be run 
without pre-payment. 

Classifieds will not be taken over 
the phone. Deadline for classi-
fieds is noon of the Monday prior 
to publication.

For Ad Rates and 
Information:
Phone: (216) 397-4398
Mail us at:The Carroll News 
John Carroll Univ.
20700 N. Park Blvd.
University Hts, OH 44118
E-mail the CN at:
carrollnews@jcu.edu.

Federal Law bans discrimination by race, sex, 
religion, color, national origin, family status and handicap 
in all Ohio rental property.  The Carroll News will not 
knowingly accept advertising in violation of this law.  As 
a consequence, The Carroll News will not accept rental 
ads that stipulate the gender of the tenants.

CLASSIFIEDS
For Rent Help Wanted

Two family house for rent.  Five 
bedrooms on one side & four on the 
other side.  Very close to campus. 
Carroll students surrounding. Call 
Sam (440) 669-9996.

Childcare needed for two terrific 
Shaker Heights kids, ages 7 & 9, 
one afternoon per week and occasional 
weekends.  Must have car.    $10-$12/
hour depending upon experience.  Call  
(216) 921.3367 or  email kittiewar-
shawsky@sbcglobal.net

Babysitter needed.  Days, occasional 
weekends/school breaks.  10-20 hours/
week.  Walking distance.  Prefer local 
student looking for long-term, flexible 
job with a 3 year old and newborn.  
$10/hr.  Call (216) 765-1069.

Looking for a place to stay?  How 
about Willoughby!  Great for those 
right out of college.  Two min-
utes from Rt. 2 an I-90.  Close to 
EVERYWHERE.  Newly remolded 
house... three bedrooms avail-
able.       Appliances, Cable, Internet 
included. $400 per room.  Call (216) 
812-5604

Experienced, responsible, nurturing 
caregiver needed for infant and 3 yr 
old in Shaker Heights.  Must have re-
liable transportation.  Flexible hours, 
mostly evenings - $10/hr.  Email Ann 
at annermalone@yahoo.com.

Don’t like where you’re living? 
Have a terrific beautifully taken care 
of 4-bedroom home ten minutes 
away from campus. Find some 
roommates and rent the whole 
house for $1200 month. And unlike 
almost everywhere else: only a nine 
month lease. Call (440) 220-2819 
for a tour.

Chagrin Falls family looking for part 
time (10+/-) help w/ two  teenag-
ers.  Great environment, excellent 
pay.  Own transportation.  Please 
call Maggie (440) 543-2482 or (440) 
785-1714.

BABYSITTER NEEDED for Sat-
urday nights, occasional weekday 
afternoons. Eastside home with three 
young kids. Must have experience and 
references. I have always used JCU 
students and have been happy!  Call 
Cyndi @ (440) 542-1895.

Babysitter(s)  needed for eight-year-
old girl. Occasional afternoons and 
evenings. One minute walk from JCU 
dorms. Please call 216-691-3813

Need person to drive our high school 
student one-way from Shaker Heights 
High School to extra-curricular activity 
about 15 minutes away.  $12.00/day-
M-R. Call 216-561-0885.

Spring Break 2008 Sell Trips, Earn 
Cash and Go Free. Call for group dis-
counts.  Best Deals Guaranteed! Info/
Reservations.
1-800-648-4849 www.ststravel.com

** #1 Spring Break Website! 4 & 7 
night trips to
BahamaPartyCruise, PanamaCity, 
Acapulco, Cancun and more. Low 
prices guaranteed. Group discounts for 
8+. Book 20 people, get 3 free trips! 
Campus reps needed. www.StudentCi-
ty.com or 800-293-1445. 

Join 
The Carroll News

email: 
jcunews@jcu.edu


