
Biography of the ommencement Sp aker 

In the hi tory of John Carroll Univer ity, one graduate ha achieved the rank of four-star general: Carter F. 
Ham '76. General Ham erved as an enlisted Infantryman in the 82nd Airborne Divi ion before attending John 
Carroll. He is unique among his peers, as the only erving Army four- tar general to have tarted his career as 
an enli ted man. General Ham was commissioned in the Infantry as a Di tinguished Military Graduate in 1976, 
and wa inducted into the University's Reserve Officer Training Corp (ROTC) Hall of Fame in 2002. John 
Carroll is the local Army ROTC headquarters for Cleveland-area colleges and univer itie . 

He mo t recently served as Commander for the United States Africa ommand. General Ham al o erved hi 
country through assignments in Italy, Germany, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Macedonia, and Iraq, to name a few. 

During his nearly 40-year career, he has held a variety of positions, including Recruiting Area ommander; 
Battalion Executive Officer at the National Training Center; Advisor to the Saudi Arabian ational Guard 
Brigade; Commander, 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry; Chief of Staff, 1st Infantry Division; Commander, 29th 
Infantry Regiment; Commander, Multi- ational Brigade, Mo ul, Iraq; Commander, I st Infantry Divi ion; 
Director for Operations, J-3, The Joint Staff, Washington, D.C. 

He was also previously Commanding General of U.S. Army Europe and 7th Army. 

His military education includes the Armor Officers Advanced Course, aval College of Command and taff, 
graduating with distinction, and the U. S. Air Force's Air War College. 

General Ham's awards and decorations include the Army Distinguished Service Medal, Defense Superior 
Service Medal with three oak leaf clusters, the Legion of Merit with two oak leaf clusters, the Bronze tar 
Medal, and the Joint Service Commendation Medal. He will officially retire from the United tates Army in 
June2013. 

In 20 LO, General Ham was awarded John Carroll 's Alumni Medal. He is married to hri ti lgnaut Ham '75, 
whom he met at the University. Their wedding was held on campus, in Rodman Chapel. 
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Biography of the Honorary Degree Recipients 

Barbara and John Schubert 's long commitment to education and service i extraordinary. Both are retired 
educators who have served as volunteers to several Jesuit organizations and, in December 2012 , were named 
Founders of the Chicago-Detroit Province of the Society of Jesus. 

Mrs. Schubert has served as a member of the John Carroll University Board of Directors since 1990 and 
chaired numerous Board committees. She also served on the boards of Boys Hope Girls Hope and the lgnatian 
Volunteer Corps. Mr. Schubert serve on the board of the fgnatian Solidarity etwork and tutor at Saint Martin 
de Porres High chool in Cleveland. A former English teacher at Gilmour Academy and University School, 
Mr. Schubert taught freshman English and Composition at John Carroll during the 1969- I 970 academic year. 
Tn addition , he served as a trustee ofthe Jesuit School ofTheology in Berkeley, California. Both were inducted 
into Alpha Sigma Nu, the national Jesuit honor society, in ovember 20 I 2. 

Both Schuberts served on the advisory committee of the Freedom to Serve Campaign for the Detroit Province 
of the Society of Je us Development Committee. With some members ofthis committee, the Schuberts traveled 
to Tanzania to visit Jesuit works throughout the country. They returned for the spring semesters of 2005 and 
2006 to teach and tutor students at Loyola High School in Dares Salaam, Tanzania, who were encountering 
difficulty with English. 

A three-time alumna of John Carroll University, and 2007 John Carroll Alumni Medal honoree, Mrs. Schubert 
earned her bachelor's degree in social sciences in 1962. She took classes entirely at night becau e women 
were not yet permitted daytime enrollment. In 1967, she earned a master's degree in literature, and in I 980, 
she earned a master's degree in remedial reading. She spent several years educating young people and was an 
English and speech teacher at John Adams High School, The School on Magnolia (now The Eleanor Gerson 
School), and Ruffing Montessori School, before joining the Ohio Ballet as the general manager in 1987. She 
retired from the ballet in 1999. 

The Schuberts are exceptionally generous supporters of John Carroll University and its Jesuit values. In 2007, 
the couple announced a significant gift to support mission and identity programs at the University. In addition, 
they have provided leadership support for the Carroll Fund and have supported minority scholarships, diversity 
initiatives, the Institute of Catholic Studies, ethics seminars, science and technology campaigns, and many 
lectures and special projects. 

John and Barbara Schubert are being honored for their support of John Carroll and the Jesuits, education, and 
the arts in our region and beyond. 
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THE UNIVERSITY MACE 

When universities and parliament about the world gather together in solemn assembly, the way i. often led by a 
mace bearer carry ing an ornamenta l ·hart stafTthat is the symbol of the author ity of the gathering body. The symbol's early 
predecessor was the Roman fasces, a bundle of rods bound together and carried in front of magi I rates; crowd in the streets 
seeing the fasces wou ld give way to th e magi. Irate' authority. The medieval mace was original ly a blunt weapon favored 
by clergy who we re forb idden to u. e the sword. II also evo lved into a symbol of authority; crowds quickly made way for 
anyone ca rrying such a symbol. 

The design at the top of the Univers ity Mace derives from the coats of arms on the university seal, emblems of 
Ignatius Loyola, founder of the Jesui ts. Surmounted by a eros , two bron/.C wolves on either side of a brass cau ldron stand 
for the Loyolas. Th Onaz clan, hi maternal side, is ign ifi ed by fourteen alternat ing red and gold bands of enamelled 
copper, set at an angle around the head of the mace. Beneath is the inscription in Latin: John Carroll Univcr ity 1886. 
From the cro s at the top to the horn button at the base the mace is 46 inches tall; it weighs I 00 ounces. The main shaft of 
the mace is ebony in the form of a fasces of fourteen rod , with a slight tapering at eit her end. The bindings of the rod., 
and the head and base of the mace arc all sil ver. A node on the ba e is engraved wi th the episcopal seal of Archbi ·hop John 
Carro ll , the first bishop of the United tate and the eponym of the Univcr ity. It depicts the Blessed Virgin with ccptcr and 
crown holding the Chri t Child ; thirteen stars for the thirteen states arc around them, the crossed key of t. Peter beneath, 
and the in scription in Latin : John , Bishop of Baltimore 1790. Jnsidc the base is a copy of the Articles of Incorporat ion of 
the Univers ity, its charter, granted by the State of Ohio in 1890 in time to authorize the Un iversity' first degree . 

The Uni versity Mace wa crafted for John Carro ll by the late Solve ll allqvis t, a we ll known loca l silver mith, as hi 
last com mis ion ; it wa designed by Fr. Peter Fenne sy, S.J., former Un iversity mar hal, and Dr. Roger Wclchans, retired 
professor of Art Hi story. The University Mace was a gift of the Executive Board of the Joh n Carrol l Alumni A soc iation; 
it was given in memory of Fr. Michael J. Lavelle, S.J., twenty-firs t president of thc uni ver ity ( 1934-1995). 

THE TRADITION OF ACADEMlC COSTUME 

One of the more striking aspects of academic ceremonies is the colorfu l dress of the participants. An understand
ing of the traditions determining style and color of co tumes can enrich one's attendance at such events. The distinctive 
academic dress has its origin in the universiti es of the Middle Ages, where cold buildings and tonsured heads made warm gowns 
and protective hoods a matter of necessity. Individual instituti ons such as Cambridge and Oxford adopted special rules 
governing the kind of dress that wa to be permitted, and the custom was repeated throughout Europe. [t i for thi s rea on 
that ome of th e most eye-catching gowns are those mandated by European schoo ls. 

In America, the practice ha been somewhat lcs venturesome. Although the custom of wearing distinctive attire had 
ex isted since the time of the colonial co llege , present usage seems to date from a conference held at ol umbi a in 1895. 
From that meeting came are olu tion calling for the regulation by code of what was general ly to be worn at academi c events. 
That code, revised in 1932 and aga in in 1960, makes recommendations as to the pattern, material, color and trimmings to 
be used on academic gowns. 

The bachelor ' gown, with long pointed sleeve, i worn closed. The master's gowns, which can be worn open, have a 
di stinct oblong sleeve with an arc cut in the front. Doctor wear the bell-shaped sleeved robes which are marked wi th velvet 
facing in front and velvet bars on the leeve. Although these gowns are all ordinari ly black, in recent yea rs th ere ha c been 
exception made in color. 

Hoods for the various degrees di ffer in length. Bachelors wear three foot hood ; Ma tcrs, three-and-a-ha lf; and 
Doctors, four feet. They are bound by velvet or velveteen in colors whi ch de ignate the wearer's area of pecialization, and 
they are lined with the co lors of the institution gra nting the degree. At Joh n Ca rroll , the lining is blue and gold. Many 
institutions, however, have di spensed entirely with the bachelors' hoods. The co lors associated with the more common 
academic disciplines are: white for Arts and Letters; drab for Busines ; li ght blue for Education ; purple for Law; dark blue 
for Philosophy; golden yellow for Science; and scarlet fo r Theology. 

The cap traditiona lly worn is the black mortar board, although the tam and the Elizabethan will be een on some of 
the faculty. The tassel is most often black, but Doctor frequently wear gold, and lawyers wear purple. 
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Immediately following the exercises, all are welcome to refre hments 
in the tent on Millor and Sutowski lawns and Keller Commons. 

Millor Tent. All Humanities and Social Sciences, including the following majors/program : 
Art History German Political Science 
Classical Languages History Religious Studies 
Communications Humanities Sociology 
Engli sh Philosophy Spanish 
French 

Sutowski Tent. All Business, including the following majors/programs: 
Accounting Economics 
Business Info. Systems Finance 
Business Logistics Management 

Marketing 
Master of Business 

Administration 

Keller Commons Tent. All Sciences and Education, including the following majors/programs: 
Biology 
Chemistry 
Computer Info. Systems 

Education & Allied Studies Physics 
Engineering Physics P ychology 
Mathematics Teaching Mathematics 

[28] 




