








ALUMNI MEDAL AWARDS

Presented by
Michael J. Minnaugh
Class of 1982
President, Alumni Association

Alumni Medals, the highest award of the John Carroll University Alumni Association, are
presented annually to alumni and others who have, through the distinguished conduct of their lives,
cither brought extraordinary credit to the university or contributed conscientious service to the
Alumni Association, or both. The recipients of the award this vear are:

Don McDonald
Class of 1944

You wouldn’t know it to look at his ever-smiling face, but Don McDonald has logged a few miles since
he left the university in 1944, In the course of that journey, Don has proven himself an exemplary citizen. a
successful businessman and a devoted husband and father. To the members of the John Carroll community.
though, the words Don McDonald serve as a synonym for outstanding service to one's alma mater.

Since he came on board full force in the late "80s, Don has been ubiquitous at JCU events, be they
communion breakfasts, golf outings, the working and the playing parts that make Reunion successful, or any
other gathering of the tribe. He has also served with distinction as a member of the Alumni Association
Leadership Council. The heart of his contribution. though, has been his work with the Entreprencurs
Association (formerly the Private Sector). When Don signed on as a serious volunteer and the Entrepreneurs
Association’s primary recruiter, the JCU network of privately owned businesses was in a delicate infancy.

The former president of Western Reserve Container is a man who once told the Carroll Alumni Journal
that his greatest regret was that he didn’t have enough time to make all the “cold calls™ he wanted. So, the
university gave Don an office and a phone and he used his notable powers of persuasion to breathe warm life
into the Entrepreneurs Association. University staff members recall that Don would routinely call 150
members before an organization event. and that it was not unknown for him to use his own funds to help the
fledgling group take flight.

The Entreprencurs Association has retracted its landing gear and begun soaring toward the
achievement of its mission of joining all the entrepreneurs of the JCU community in productive unity. There
are others who have played important roles in getting the Entrepreneurs Association off the ground, but it's
doubtful it would have happened without Don. For that, for being an active son of his church. a good father to
Don, Jane, Michael and Molly, the loving husband of Grace. and a model for this university’s alumni, we are
pleased to award Don McDonald John Carroll University's Alumni Medal.
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James Conway
Class of 1950

Jim Conway 50 has done so much in his 77 years that one might assume he was triplets - an
accomplished and energetic trio at that. After wartime Army service in which he advanced from private to
lieutenant — he was eventually a reserve heutenant colonel — Conway became a presence at John Carroll:
Student Union president in 1949-50 and Man of the Year at mid-century.

After graduation, Jim began raising a family with his wife, K.T.: earned a law degree: and worked. in
turn, for the Navy, the Army, the National Labor Relations Board and the Rand Corporation before returning
to this alma mater in 1958, He was a pioneer on this campus, the first lay director of the Alumni Association,
the editor of a predecessor of John Carroll, the originator of alumni chapters in cities beyond Cleveland, and
the creator of wonderful fund raising ideas.

It was that last activity which came to be the mark of this Renaissance man’s genius. Jim left his
university to take the post garnering the funds which allowed Ursuline College to move to a new campus. That
task completed, he joined Case Western Reserve University. In his more than 25 years with that institution,
Case’s endowment grew from less than $100 million to $1.5 billion. Jim has had a number of titles at Case.
including assistant to the president and vice president for endowment development, but in truth he has long
been the chief prospector for Case’s treasure.

Jim Conway has also had profound effect as a volunteer for a host of organizations. When Catholic
Charities needed a president, for five years Conway was it. When Gesu Parish. St. Ignatius High School or the
Ursuline Sisters, among many others, needed a pro bono attorney or a volunteer fund raising consultant.
Conway was there. As he has been for generations of JCU students who needed a referral or avuncular advice.
For his wife and six children, for countless organizations and enough individuals to populate a small city, Jim
Conway, the university’s next door neighbor and its lifelong supporter, has been a faithful and loving servant.
For these reasons and more, we are pleased to award him John Carroll's Alumni Medal.

Richard Giffels
Class of 1956

Early in what promised to be a singularly sunny and successtul life, Dick Giffels *56 found himself in
a storm. At 31 he was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis (MS): before long, his mobility came from wheels not
Jegs. With the combined force of his faith and his indomitable will. Dick weathered that storm and learned to
move confidently through a personal landscape in which love. accomplishment and service were the only
realities which counted.

Dick Giffels and his wife, Mary Lou, are the parents of six children and the grandparents of
eight. Dick, a 1960 graduate of Western Reserve Law School, founded the law firm of Quandt. Giffels and
established himself as a highly respected attorney at law. He became the law director of Bay Village. Ohio.
and later the president of the Chardon, Ohio school board. After giving much to his clients and to several
Ohio communities, Dick Giffels did make a concession to MS when he retired early - in 1987 - from private
legal practice.

The law’s loss was the gain of those who probably needed Dick more: the dying patients he serves in
the Malachi House hospice; the beneficiaries of Malachi Mart, the community store in which he volunteers:
the students he tutors at Lakewood High School: his fellow members of the Community of St. Malachi;
and the other souls who continue to receive the warm gift of Dick’s volunteer service in what has become a
second career.

Mary Lou, who has been with Dick for every step of his triumphant pilgrimage, said, “Dick is a person
of the highest ideals and he has unfathomable personal courage. He has been an inspiration to all his family,
friends and associates. He doesn’t ever think. ‘I can’t.”” Let us also take note of the shining fact that Mary Lou
Giffels’ fierce love and daily dedication have made it possible for Dick to endure and triumph. If you seek 1o
look upon the heights of Christian marriage, look no further. Because Mary Lou’s husband is a compelling
illustration of the power of ‘I can” and an admirable model of the Ignatian principle of “Men and Women for
Others.” John Carroll is pleased to award Richard Giffels its highest honor, the Alumni Medal.
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Evelyn Jenkins Gunn
Class of 1973 MA

In its headline, The New York Times called her, "A model of a good teacher.” The chairman of the
National Commission on Teaching and America’s Future, North Carolina’s Governor James Hunt, wrote in the
introduction to the commission’s report: “One voice that made a tremendous impact on us was that of Evelyn
Jenkins Gunn...who explained her passion for teaching — not why she teaches, but why she is compelled to
teach. ... As Evelyn Jenkins Gunn understands, good teachers literally save lives. ...”

The Carnegie Foundation recently named her one of 20 national Carnegie Scholars in the Carnegie
Academy for the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning. She is among approximately 300 teachers to pass the
rigorous test to be certified by the national Board for Professional Teaching Standards, and one of six
pedagogues to be celebrated in a spring 2000 Public Broadcasting System exploration of good teaching. The
grades are in and the proud great—granddaughter of a slave, Evelyn Jenkins Gunn, a woman who spent decades
in a single-mindedly resolute effort to become a master teacher, has scored the highest possible marks.

[n testifying before Gov. Hunt's commission, Ms. Gunn spoke of the terrible conditions in which she
grew in segregated Alabama and of a teacher who helped transform her. “I knew then that I wanted to help
children do the same things,” she declared to that government body, *I wanted to weave magic. I wanted 1o
motivate, critique, compliment, inspire and transport uncertain youngsters to other worlds. What she did was
magic and [ wanted to learn and practice that magic myself.”

And so she has, as she has also raised and inspired her own children and tirelessly fought alongside
her husband, Rev. Lenton Gunn, in the struggle for racial equality. And because she is one of us and because
her capacity to practice that magic, that saving and transformative power of teaching, is a gift this university
holds in the highest esteem. John Carroll is pleased to join the chorus of those celebrating this master teacher
by awarding her our highest award, the Alumni Medal.

BENEDICTION

Rev. Valentino Lassiter, D.M,
Assistant Professor of Religious Studies

ALMA MATER

Led by members of the University Chapel Choir — Director, Cynthia Caporella

Hail to Carroll. gather near her,

Let your joyful anthem ring:

Sound your Mother’s praise, revere her.,
Her fair name full proudly sing.

Loyal ever, brave and true,

Daughters, sons of Carroll U,

Pledge our love to Alma Mater,

To the Gold and Blue;

Pledge our love to Alma Mater.

To the Gold and Blue.

RECESSIONAL

Music by Cleveland Lyric Brass

Honorary degree citations written by George Bilgere, Department of English
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Biography of the Commencement Speaker and
the Honorary Degree Recipient

Sister Maureen Doyle, O.S.U.. is the director of Cleveland’s Urban Community School (UCS). an
urban school for preschool through junior high students. The school provides individualized, quality education
10 400 children of the near West Side of Cleveland. The program is Christian-oriented, sensitive 1o and
fostering the religious traditions and spiritual lives of the students. The school values children of diverse
cultural, racial. religious and economic backgrounds, encouraging progress at each child's own pace while
working to help each student reach his or her highest potential. Sister Maureen manages the school’s $1.3-
million budget as well as a staff of 45. Under her leadership. UCS’s endowment has grown to $8.8-million.

Sister Maureen received her BS degree in elementary education from St. John College of Cleveland,
her MEd in administration and supervision from Boston College. and she did advanced study at John Carroll
University, Boston College and Ursuline College. She has taught at several Cleveland elementary schools (St.
Charles in Parma, St. Ann’s in Cleveland Heights, and St. Clare’s in Lyndhurst) before she joined the faculty
of UCS in 1983 as a level coordinator and reading teacher for grades 4-6. Two years later she became assistant
principal. and one year later, director. She 1s a member of a host of professional organizations and has received
numerous education awards, including the Isaiah Award for Human Relations from the American Jewish
Committee, the Elementary School Excellence Award from the U.S. Department of Education, and the Catholic
School Excellence Award (Youth Mediation) from the Diocese of Cleveland. The Greater Cleveland YWCA
presented her with a Career Women of Achievement award and Crain’s Cleveland Business named her a
“Woman of Influence.” She is an alumna of Leadership Cleveland.

In addition to being a member of the executive board of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Cleveland, Inc., she
is a member of the boards at Ursuline College, Laurel School, and the Cleveland Community Building
Initiative. She is the treasurer of North American Ursuline Educational Services and serves on the Education
Committee of the Cleveland Muscum of Art.

George B, Sweeney is a native Clevelander who now lives near Houston, Texas. He graduated from
Campion Jesuit High School. John Carroll University (BS in BA). and Wharton Graduate Schoal (MBA).
While on JCU’s campus. George was a notable student. He received the Beaudry Award for outstanding service
in Christian leadership, academic achievement, and contributions to the university community: the Association
of U.S. Army award: four varsity football letters. He was selected as a member of Alpha Sigma Nu and was
elected class president. But he did not forget his alma mater following his graduation ceremony in 1955, He
has continued to be an undaunted supporter of JCU, serving in a number of capacities. He was a trustee of the
university (and is still an honorary trustee) and chairman of the annual fund drive for three years. He has
written a column for his class in the alumni publication for a decade. winning the JCU “Silver Quill Award™ as
the magazine’s top writer in 1999. He is the founder of JCU's Campion Society, an organization that recognizes
and rewards community service by JCU students each year. His support for the school has been recognized with
a Centennial Medal in 1986 and the Alumni Service Award in 1997,

George is nol getting an honorary degree just because he is JCU's staunchest supporter. His
professional life and community involvement has shown him to be a dedicated and competent member of his
community. He was chairman and president of Esso-Pakistan. and a vice president of Exxon Corporation and
Exxon Chemical Company USA. He later held ownership positions in several smaller companies. He has
offered the same support that he has continuously given to JCU to such organizations as the Karachi American
School in Pakistan, Strake Jesuit College Prep in Houston. Trinity College in Washington, Wharton Graduate
School at the University of Pennsylvania. The University of St. Thomas in Houston, the Houston Symphony,
Franciscan Mission Service in Maryland, and the University of Miami’s Center for Family Studies in Miami
FL.. In addition, he is a volunteer pianist at the Autumn Hills Convalescent Center and the Tomball Nursing
Center (in Texas) and at St. Martin de Porres Catholic Church (also in Texas).

George and his wife, Molly O'Neill Sweeney, are the parents of five — Brian George Sweeney (married
to Debbie Dolan Sweeney), Kelly Sweeney McShane (married to Kevin Patrick McShane), Mark William
Sweeney (married to Meg Melendi Sweeney), Kevin Francis Sweeney, and Kim Elaine Sweeney. They are
also the grandparents of three - Claire (Brian and Debbie’s daughter). Molly & Michael (children of Kelly and
Kevin McShane) — and a fourth grandchild was on the way at the time of this writing (the first child of Mark
and Meg).



THE UNIVERSITY MACE

When universities and parliaments about the world gather together in solemn assembly, the way 1s often led
by a mace bearer carrying an ornamental short staff that is the symbol of the authority of the gathering body. The
symbol’s early predecessor was the Roman fasces, a bundle of rods bound together and carried in front of
magistrates; crowds in the streets seeing the fasces would give way 1o the magistrate’s authority. The medieval mace
was originally a blunt weapon favored by clergy who were forbidden to use the sword. [talso evolved into a symbol
of authority: crowds quickly made way for anyone carrying such a symbol.

The design at the top of the University Mace derives from the coats of arms on the university seal, emblems
of Ignatius Loyola, founder of the Jesuits. Surmounted by a cross. two bronze wolves on either side of a brass
cauldron stand for the Loyolas. The Onaz clan, his maternal side, is signified by fourteen alternating red and gold
bands of enamelled copper, set at an angle around the head of the mace. Beneath is the inscription in Latin: John
Carroll University 1886. From the cross at the top to the horn button at the base the mace is 46 inches tall; it weighs
100 ounces. The main shaft of the mace is ebony in the form of a fasces of fourteen rods, with a slight tapering at
cither end. The bindings of the rods, and the head and base of the mace are all silver. A node on the base is engraved
with the episcopal seal of Archbishop John Carroll, the first bishop of the United States and the eponym of the
university. It depicts the Blessed Virgin with scepter and crown holding the Christ Child: thirteen stars for the
thirteen states are around them, the crossed keys of St. Peter beneath, and the inscription in Latin: John, Bishop of
Baltimore 1790. Inside the base is a copy of the Articles of Incorporation of the University, its charter. granted by
the State of Ohio in 1890 in time to authorize the university’s first degrees.

The University Mace was crafted for John Carroll by the late Solve Hallgvist, a well known local
silversmith, as his last commission; it was designed by Fr. Peter Fennessy, S.J., university marshal. and Dr. Roger
Welchans. retired professor of Art History. The University Mace was a gift of the Executive Board of the John
Carroll Alumni Association: it was given in memory of Fr. Michael J. Lavelle, S.J.. twenty-first president of the
university (1934-1995),

THE TRADITION OF ACADEMIC COSTUME

One of the more striking aspects of academic ceremonies is the colorful dress of the participants. An
understanding of the traditions determining style and color of costumes can enrich one’s attendance at such events,
The distinctive academic dress has its origin in the universities of the middle ages where cold buildings and tonsured
heads made warm gowns and protective hoods a matter of necessity. Individual institutions such as Cambridge and
Oxford adopted special rules governing the Kind of dress that was to be permitted, and the custom was repeated
throughout Europe. Itis for this reason that some of the most eye-catching gowns are those mandated by European
schools.

In America, the practice has been somewhat less venturesome. Although the custom of wearing distinctive
attire had existed since the time of the colonial colleges, present usage seems to date from a conference held at
Columbia in 1895. From that meeting came a resolution calling for the regulation by code of what was generally
to be worn at academic events. That code, revised in 1932 and again in 1960, makes recommendations as to the
pattern, material, color and trimmings to be used on academic gowns.

The bachelor’s gown, with long pointed sleeve, is worn closed. The master’s gowns. which can be worn
open, have a distinct oblong sleeve with an arc cut in the front. Doctors wear the bell shaped sleeved robes which
are marked with velvet facing in front and velvet bars on the sleeve. Although these gowns are all ordinarily black.,
in recent years there have been exceptions made in color.

Hoods for the various degrees differ in length. Bachelors wear three foot hoods: Masters, three and a half;
and Doctors, four feet. They are bound by velvet or velveteen in colors which designate the wearer's area of
specialization. and they are lined with the colors of the institution granting the degree. At John Carroll. the lining
is blue and gold. Many institutions, however, have dispensed entirely with the bachelors’ hoods. The colors
associated with the more common academic disciplines are: white for Arts and Letters; drab for Business: light blue
for Education; purple for Law: dark blue for Philosophy: golden yellow for Science; and scarlet for Theology.

The cap traditionally worn is the black mortar board, although the tam and the Elizabethan will be seen on
some of the faculty. The tassel is most often black, Doctors frequently wear gold, and lawyers wear purple.
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Immediately following the exercises, all are welcome to refreshments
in the tents on Millor and Sutowski lawns and Keller Commons.

Millor Tent. All Humanities and Social Sciences, including the following majors/programs:

Art History German Political Science
Classical Languages History Religious Studies
Communications Humanities Sociology
English Philosophy Spanish

French

Sutowski Tent. All Business, including the following majors/programs:

Accounting Finance Master of Business
Business Logistics Management Administration
Economics Marketing

Keller Commons Tent. All Sciences and Education, including the following majors/programs:

Biology Education & Allied Studies  Physics
Chemistry Engineering Physics Psychology
Computer Science Mathematics Teaching Mathematics

[24]






