JOhn C a,ITOH John Carroll University

UNIVERSITY Carroll Collected

The Carroll Quarterly Student

Fall 1957

The Carroll Quarterly, vol. 11, no. 1

John Carroll University

Follow this and additional works at: https://collected.jcu.edu/carrollquarterly

Recommended Citation
John Carroll University, "The Carroll Quarterly, vol. 11, no. 1" (1957). The Carroll Quarterly. 29.
https://collected.jcu.edu/carrollquarterly/29

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Student at Carroll Collected. It has been accepted for
inclusion in The Carroll Quarterly by an authorized administrator of Carroll Collected. For more information, please
contact mchercourt@jcu.edu.


https://collected.jcu.edu/
https://collected.jcu.edu/
https://collected.jcu.edu/
https://collected.jcu.edu/carrollquarterly
https://collected.jcu.edu/student
https://collected.jcu.edu/carrollquarterly?utm_source=collected.jcu.edu%2Fcarrollquarterly%2F29&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://collected.jcu.edu/carrollquarterly/29?utm_source=collected.jcu.edu%2Fcarrollquarterly%2F29&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:mchercourt@jcu.edu































b F, 1 MUS, D FICINO

nus in the De Conscribendis is the “ Amatori
roper method of writing a love letter in prais
1 on the amatory cpistle, which Shakespeare 1
afl’s letters to the two merry wives is as follo

Amatoriac Epistolae non omnes codem in generd
cunt, aliac evpostulang, aliae queruntur, aliae blar
Yuare commode de his arte praccipi non poterat. Hh
onnullos fecisse video honestam & turpem. Nos b
predlamus, alteram amatorium. Conciliatoria e, Gu
atea ignoti insimaamus, Fam sic instituemus: Principic
iendam oy amicitiam sunius acvensi, pobabilizer o
X Citra assentationem  fieri potest, tamen  assentatior
movebimus, Deinde i quid in nobis erit, quod illum
rovocabit, id sine arrogantia significabimue, .. .|
sample of the epistola conailiatoria. |

Quod st pucllac animum ad mutuum amorem solli
mum arictibus utemur, laude, & misericordia, Laude et cane omies nom nes,
tum puctlae imprimis gaudent, potissimum autem a forma. in qua summum
bonum constituunt, tum ab actate, moribus, genere, cultu, & rebus conami-
libus. Deinde quod molli sit animo id genue, & tacile ad misericordiam com-
movetur, quam maxime supplices videri studebimus, Quac illius sunt s chementer
amplificabimus, nostray extenuabimus, aut certe summa cum modestia profere-
mus. Summum amoren, cum summa desperat’one conjuctum ostendemus, Nune
lamentabimur, nunc blandicmur, nunc desperabimus: nunc rursum nos ipsos
callide laudabimus, pollicebimur: exemplic utemur itlustrium, & honestarum
mulicrum, quac ingenuo amori indulserunt, & juvenum ipsarum fortunis longe
inferiorum, Amorem nostrum, quam honestissimum conabimur ostendere, Den.-
que quam poterimus verecundissime orabimus, ut si amantem redamare neuti-
quam dignetur, saltem amari se citra incommodum, acquoe animo ferat: auod
nidimpetremus, decretum esse apud nos quovis modo  crudelem abrumpere

vitam. . . . Hic ingenii fueric ¢

ogitare rationes, quibus scipsum praedicet
aliguis, citra speciem arrogantiae, aut stohditatis. Nisi personae tales fingentur,
ut hoc ipsum sic affectandum. Qualis est apud Virgitium Corydon, apud Ter-
entium Thraso.?
Shakespeare knew and utilized this lesson correctly in The Comedy
of Lrrors where Antipholus of Syracuse delivered a speech in praise of
Luciana:

Sweet mustress — what vour name is ele T know not,

or by what wonder vou do hit of mine,—

N

Less in your knowledge and vour grace you show not
Than our carth’s wonder, more than earth divine.
Teach me, dear creature, how to think and speak;
Lay open to my carthy, gross conceit,

Smoth’red in errors, feeble, shallow, weak,

The folded meaning of your words' deceit.

Against my soul’s pure truth why labour you

3 Desiderius Erasmus, Opera Omnia (Lugdunum Batavorum, 1703), 1, 453-454.
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