JOhn C a,ITOH John Carroll University

UNIVERSITY Carroll Collected
Theatre Productions Communication & Theatre Arts
11-12-1993
Big River

William Hauptman

Follow this and additional works at: https://collected.jcu.edu/plays

Recommended Citation

Hauptman, William, "Big River" (1993). Theatre Productions. 29.
https://collected.jcu.edu/plays/29

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Communication & Theatre Arts at Carroll Collected. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Theatre Productions by an authorized administrator of Carroll Collected. For
more information, please contact mchercourt@jcu.edu.


https://collected.jcu.edu/
https://collected.jcu.edu/
https://collected.jcu.edu/
https://collected.jcu.edu/plays
https://collected.jcu.edu/comm_ta
https://collected.jcu.edu/plays?utm_source=collected.jcu.edu%2Fplays%2F29&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://collected.jcu.edu/plays/29?utm_source=collected.jcu.edu%2Fplays%2F29&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:mchercourt@jcu.edu
















N\ F oo oo MEL.X W WWIN

Reporter, pnter, cditor newspaper owner, author, aritic, pubbisher, fec
turer, pohitioil ommentator, historian, niverboat pilot, globetrotter, inventor, and
poatenthol feranvestor phibthropitoran abouttow n Joanot Arcscholar Mark
Fwam Samuel Tinghorne Clemens awas all ot these

foan of Arc, vou <av? To hum <he swas one of the two most remarkable
women i human hustory, e published hisbook studv ot the soint, a notable piece
of scholarship, without hus name on it Hessonted it to be the book by which he
would beremembered. Ttesn 't Thstonan? Req g s enough ofa contemporary
historv ot Nevada as astate i gestation tobe regarded a primary source tor the time
and place.

Philanthropist? Helen Keller swas the other of the two most remarkable
women in human history; he helped finance her education. Among Clemens’
patentswasoneforasclf-pasting scrap book and another tora history gamewherein
plavers”command of historical facts advanced themyalong board spaces. Next time
vou mount photopraphs neathvineselt adhesive plastic coated albums, next time vou
plav Trivial Pursuit, think of Mark Twain,

If the general public associates anv writer with a river, surely the writer is
AMark Lwain, the river the Mississippic Sam Clemens, the bov, Hved inariver town,
Hannibal, Missouri. Sam, the voung reporter, spenta few vearsinother ertowns,
Keokuk and Muscatine, lowa. But the image of Mark Twain, the riverooat pilot, is
overblown. He carned his pitot’s license in 1859, and in 1861 civilian traffic on the
river was curtaited by the War between the States. Sam’s time on the river as a pilot
lasted barely three vears. The war efforts of both Union and Confederacy required
zood, experienced pilots. No doubt about Clemens” ability and experience. The
record shows he worked the heavily traveled St Louis == the New Orleans streteh,
and that he worked the larger packet boats. But what was o yvoung man from a
Southern state who himself held Northern sympathies to do? He took the opportu-
nity that came his wavand wentWest  to Nevada, California, Hawaii. Outwest
Samuel Clemens first used the name Mark Twain and launched seriousty the
writing profession that would darmy the rest of his Jife. Facept tor the sketeh “ The
Private History ot a Campaign that Failed” no mention of the war is to be tound in
his works.

Mark Fwain, the writer, had the alert reporter’s nose tor news. When
passenger travel was opened between Hawail and California, Mark Twain con-
vinced his San Franciscoeditor that readerswanted to know aboutlife in the islands.
He was on the second ship, westbound. Four months worth of news articles were
later reworked as part of Ronghing 1. Two vears later he persuaded a New York
newspaper to send him to Furope and the Holv Tand on the Quaker City, because
readers would want to know about this vovage. The resulting book was Trnocents
Abroad. He was right about the vovage, torm the 1990 we usually forget that the
trip was the tirstorganized group tour ot Americans to Lurope, the kind ot travelwe
take for granted today,

Yetwe can putafair question. Would we read as much of Mark Twainas
wedohad henotgiven us Fhe Adcentures of Hhuckleberry Foon (1884)2 By aneat twist
of human imagination, Mark wain, despite only three of his 75 vears being lived
as a riverboat pilot, is indelibly pictured on a niver, predisely because the tictional
Huck would have no fife of hisownwithout the Mississippi. Not that Twain didn’t



v Ton s eyer Alroad (1894) sweptHuck and Tomoverseasby a runaway balloon.
Poovand Hack Ao Hie Tndians, unfinished and unpublished in Twain’s life, took
the bovs out Westo Butwithout The River Huck is smaller than his fictional reality
in his own book, 1ust a smart aleck kid in a world too common, too far removed
from the moral battle ground that matured him torever. Major fictional characters
are welded to their milicus. Ashore, Captain Ahab was just another whatling man;
cven on the Peguod his Tite could flare and burn only when “the whale” was ahead
of lime In Paris, instead of Salem, Hester Prvnne might excite no notice at all, even
with the hig red A7 on her breast. So, i the literary imagination Huck and The
River are at one.
Fhebookfirstwasbanned tromaschool ibrary soon atter it was pubhshed
i 1884 The reasoning then was that Huck was a bad example tor voung teens, that
his adventures made running awav from home attractive, that his kind of life
threatened moral domestic order. Sorttwenttordecadeswith otherbans untilinour
e, the word “nigger” faded other ssues. Book banning alwayvs threatens
mtellectual freedom, but to the extent that the book bannimg s simplistic, just so s
i permcious. Observers black white, or swwhatever  know that works oftend
accord nytowhouses themand who hears them. The tactisthatin Fleckleberry Finn
only the characters, black and white, use “the” offensive word. Mark Twain himeelf
arver speaks the word, tor hisown untiltered voice is not part of the novel. Surely
this crntical distinction is too subtle tor the children our socdiety tries to protect by
taking the book oft the shelf. So much tor Mark Twain the supposed racist. But like
albureatliterature, Huckleberrg Fioonwas written tor adults who should know better.
While heis on The River with Jim, Hudk grows to maturity bevond his
vears because, removed frony sodial structures and pressuares, he can retlect on the
moralssues that face hime His logicaland intuttive selt finds the lie in the world his
clders” had devised and the sham in the vatues he had been taught. On The River,
Huck setlects on fatherhood and sonship, traud and sincerity, sacritice and self
mnterest the darkest depth of truth, and the shallowest tilmvof phoniness. Soat goes
tor Huck on the ratts The more he learns about himself and his world, the more he
draw s condlusions about other vilues he vearns to clutch close, so the more cach
omimy ashore brings him back into contlict with the world he tled. and cach of his
conclustons fead him to tind that world corrupt, even to its core,
A~ atictional bovin arealisticworld touched with the pullof romanticism,
FLick makes a tralv tree choice. Having hived i the world where slaves are only
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