


PRESENTATION OF ALUMNI MEDALISTS
Mr. James M. Mackey, 71

President, Alumni Association

THE ALUMNI MEDAL

The Alumni Medals are conferred annually as the highest award of the John Carroll University Alumni
Association upon alumni and others who have, through the distinguished conduct of their lives, either brought
extraordinary credit to the university or contributed conscientious service to the Alumni Association, or both.
The recipients of the award this year are:

DR. KENNETH R. CALLAHAN
Class of 1950

A man for all seasons is not to be ranked. But John Carroll University lists Ken Callahan as its Toastmaster
General. For years, he delighted audiences at the old commencement luncheon, and across the city he has
entertained audiences with witty introductions and sallies of great humor.

Dr. Callahan is an ideal of what used to be called the Carroll Man, as that ideal was envisaged on the
campus when he was an undergraduate; and now with proper translations, is envisaged by the young men and
women who have followed him.

He is an oral surgeon who knows his science and practices its art with extraordinary skill. He has tanght
others that art, as an associate clinical professor of oral surgery and anesthesia at Case Western Reserve
University.

He is a family man, the father of three John Carroll sons, and a John Carroll daughter; Joan Reilly Callahan
has listened with patience to numerous of his witticisms directed her way and responds with a smile.

As a civic man, his contributions are many. He is the past president of the John Carroll University Alumni
Association; the past president of the CWRU Dental Alumni Association; founding member of the President’s
Forum here at John Carroll; trustee of the Great Lakes Theatre Festival, and active in many other charitable
groups. He was recognized by Cleveland Magazine as one of our region’s most interesting people.

He is an enlightened man. To call him a buff on Civil War history is to understate his knowledge; he is
presently walking off the battle fields of World War I, and lectures eloquently about both of these hobbies, in
military history courses here, to captivated audiences abroad. He is the co-author of the Anecdotal History of
St. Ignatius High School, of which he is an alumnus.

He is an Irish man, builder of an authentic Celtic pub and a charming chapel in his home; sponsor of
medieval banquets and Elizabethan dinners; with him the Catholic sun doth shine.

The Alumni Association is honored to present the Alumni Medal to Kenneth Robert Callahan, D.D.S., of
the Class of 1950.



REV. HOWARD J. KERNER, S.]J.
Honorary Alumnus

A native of Bellevue, Ohio, Fr. Kerner is a graduate of St. Ignatius High School, who celebrated his
Golden Jubilee in the Society of Jesus on August 27, 1980.

Fr. Kerner is an historian who possesses master’s and doctorate degrees in history; has traveled extensively
through Peru, Bolivia, Columbia, Ecuador, France and Spain in order to bring more life and understanding to
the students in his classroom where he has taught with distinction for more than forty years.

Fr. Kerner is loved and respected by the Jesuit Community, by his legion of former students, and by all
John Carroll alumni he has touched during his years at this university. Howard is a renowned horticulturist by
hobby; a past trustee of John Carroll University; chaplain to the varsity football teams for many vears; a member
of many historical societies; and a specialist in Indian archaeology.

Fr. Kerner ideally represents the Prayer of St. Ignatius: “Dearest Lord, teach me to be generous. Teach
me to serve Thee as Thou deservest; to give and not to count the cost; to fight and not to heed the wounds; to
toil and not to seek for rest; to labor and not to ask for any reward, save that of knowing that I do Thy will, O
God.”

We salute you, Howard ]. Kerner, S.J., a most worthy recipient of the John Carroll Alumni Medal of
Honor, and recognize you for your life of devotion as Priest and Teacher at John Carroll University.

MR. CHARLES A. "CHUCK” MUER
Class of 1959

“One man in his time plays many parts,” wrote Shakespeare, and such a man is Chuck Muer. A John
Carroll business major, he was active in student organizations and athletics. Following graduation, he worked as
a sales representative for IBM.,

But restaurants were the family business and Detroit was Chuck’s town. So, in 1964, he established the C.
A. Muer Corporation. A year later, he opened the restaurants in Detroit's new Hotel Pontchartrain, a success
he has built into a company that today operates thirty restaurants in ten states.

But this man plays many parts: director and past chairman of both the Greater Detroit Chamber of Com-
merce and the Michigan Restaurant Association; a trustee for The Interlochen Center of the Arts; director of
Michigan National Bank of Farmington, and of the Metropolitan Affairs Corporation for Southeast Michigan;
former director of the National Restaurant Association; and chairman of a committee studying options for re-
structuring public schools in Southeast Michigan.

And Chuck has played his part as an alumnus, serving as an active member of the university’s Detroit
alumni club, on his class reunion committee, and as a member of the Tower Club of university donors.

Perhaps his greatest part has been as husband to the former Betty Zimmerman and father to their seven
children (two of whom are John Carroll graduates).

The Alumni Association proudly presents its Alumni Medal to this man of diverse achievements, Charles
A. “Chuck” Muer, Class of 1959.



MR. JOHN T. REALI
Class of 1958

A man of vision, integrity, and high Christian moral values, John Reali is a true asset to the community and
John Carroll University.

John graduated in 1958, and for several years was vice president for administration with Priemer, Barnes &
Associates, a commercial real estate firm. He started at John Carroll in 1963 as Assistant Comptroller, and over
the years he served as Superintendent of Buildings, Internal Auditor, Director of Purchasing and Clerical
Services, and Director of Physical Plant. Currently, John is Vice President for Services.

Through his skillful construction management, the university has grown significantly in the number of its
academic and residential facilities, while maintaining the architectural integrity and beauty of the campus. John
supervised the renovation of the Student Activities Center, the construction of the Bohannon Science Center,
Sutowski Hall, Millor Hall, the recreation complex, the completion of the Johnson Natatorium, and the reloca-
tion of the School of Business. He, currently, is overseeing the construction of the Saint Francis Chapel. His
assignments, which frequently involve meeting severe time constraints, have been carried out in a highly
professional, cost-efficient manner.

A devout Catholic and fervent family man, John and his wife Marie are the parents of eight children, two of
whom are attending John Carroll.

For his devotion to his profession, his family, his religion, and his alma mater, the Alumni Association is
proud and honored to present its Alumni Medal to John T. Reali, Class of 1958.



BENEDICTION
Rev. Kevin G. O’'Connell, S.J.
Associate Professor and Chairman
Department of Religious Studies
President-elect, Le Moyne College

ALMA MATER
Led by the Graduating Members of the University Chorale

Recessional

Immediately following the exercises,
all are welcome to refreshments in the tent
near Bernet Hall.

Commencement Speaker for the Class of 1987

JOHN G. BREEN was born in Cleveland, Ohio, and graduated from Cathedral Latin High School.
Any member of that happy band of brothers will soon tell you of Cathedral Latin; Jack is an active
alumnus. He graduated from John Carroll University, School of Business, in 1956. He then went to
work for Leaseway, then for Clevite, where he made a key recommendation for Clevite and its
market development. He lived abroad in England and Germany, traveled in Russia, and became
president and general manager of the Foil Division of Clevite. Gould acquired Clevite in 1969, Mr.
Breen moved to the Engine Parts Division; became group vice president of the Industrial Group; and
executive vice president in 1977. Shortly thereafter the Sherwin-Williams Company called him to be
president and chief executive officer. He has been stunningly successful; SWP has increased its pro-
fitability by wide margins for every year since he has been in charge. Jack and Mary Jane Breen live
in Shaker Heights and have five children. He has been an active trustee at John Carroll, and his alma
mater profits, as do many other institutions in the city, from his advice and fund raising abilities. The
graduates of the Class of 1987 decided that they would like to have a commencement speaker who
had walked, like them, under the arches of this campus, and who had gone on to do something
extraordinary. They chose very well.



Honorary Degrees

JOHN D. DRINKO grew up in St. Marys, West Virginia, a town which honored him as its most
distinguished high school graduate on this very weekend, May 23, 1987. As a boy he drove the local
doctor on his calls, knowing the roads and the far-flung settlements. He graduated from Marshall
University, where he played three sports, but especially basketball. He then went to The Ohio State
University College of Law, and on graduating, and after specialized study at the University of Texas
Law School, he came to Cleveland and the law firm of Baker & Hostetler. He was managing partner
at B&H during the period of its most dramatic growth; widely sought after, especially in the Cleve-
land area, as an advisor to businesses of many different kinds. He is an ordained elder, and was a
delegate to the Presbyterian General Assembly; a well traveled man, and an inveterate reader of
history, historical novels, which in the hands of a scholarly artist do so much to recreate the past. He
and his wife Elizabeth are the parents of Elizabeth Lee, Diana Lynn, who did become a doctor, John
Randall, and Jay Deaver who, with his father, operates a large farm in Coshocton County. Mr.
Drinko has been singularly helpful to John Carroll University, not only through the Mellen Founda-
tion, but by his own personal benefactions.

GEORGE GILMARY HIGGINS, the son of C.(harles) V.(incent) and Clara Anna Rethinger, born in
Chicago, attended Quigley and Mundelein Seminary, when Reinhold Hillenbrand was rector. After
ordination, Archbishop Stritch sent him off to study economics at the Catholic University of America.
When he came to Washington, he thought that he would be there for a brief time and return to
Chicago. He never went home. Msgr. John A. Ryan and Raymond McGowan, two pillars of the
National Catholic Welfare Conference, caught his imagination; he was invited to join the NCWC staff
for the summer of 1944, and stayed on until the NCWC became the U. S. Catholic Conference. But
it was always “the Conference.” The reconstruction of the social order suggested by the popes for fifty
years and more inspired him to comment on questions in his column, “The Yardstick™ (inherited from
Fr. McGowan), to be engaged in the labor movement, the farm workers, interracial justice, ecumeni-
cal relations. He was one of the brothers and sisters to be present at the creation, the tumultuous and
fruitful years of the Second Vatican Council. At the Casa Villanova where he, J. C. Murray, and Hans
Kung were staying, his years of deep reading, his sense of the Church, and his genius for brokering
led to deep involvement in the passage of the Constitution on the Church and, especially, the decla-
ration on non-Christian religions. As he was starting his seminary studies, a famous theologian had
published a book, Catholicism: Social Implications of Dogma. Msgr. Higgins, wide reader that he is,
has never failed to understand the relationship between doctrine and liturgy and all social action; the
view of the Church as a healing, understanding partner in society.

FRED A. LENNON is chairman and founder of Crawford Fitting Company in Solon. Crawford is a
maker of valves of great artistry and high precision, used in areas of the most advanced sorts of
research. Against formidable competition, the quality of these products has enabled Crawford Fitting
to carve out a niche for itself. Crawford has also put a good deal of effort into research, succeeding
where others have not. Mr. Lennon has been a very generous supporter of Catholic institutions,
hospitals, and colleges and a quiet, indeed anonymous, giver to a variety of needs. Some of the
Japanese style of management has been present at his plants for a long time. Crawford keeps the
inventory and has it for the customer just in time. Employees are sheltered from cyclical rises and
falls; adjustments are made by long term attrition. Great pride of workmanship means that quality
control is on the shop floor. There are a lot of applications to work at Crawford Fitting. Mr. Lennon is
married to Alice Phillips Lennon, and has two children, John P. Lennon and Catherine L. Lozick.
Anyone who receives a Christmas card from the Lennons is bound to single it out as one of the most
beautiful of that vear’s harvest.



DONALD E. PELOTTE, S.S.S., is the first American Indian to become a bishop of the Roman
Catholic Church. He is a member of the Society of the Blessed Sacrament, founded by Father
Eymard, whose bust was sculpted by Auguste Rodin, an early confrere. Bishop Pelotte completed
two terms as provincial of the American Province of the Blessed Sacrament Fathers, and had begun a
third term when he was named bishop. His father was an Abenaki Algonquin; he was born in Maine,
and comes to his poor Diocese of Gallup with the poverty of the Maine country. He received a
Doctorate of Theology from Fordham University with a thesis on J. C. Murray, whom he styled,
rightly, “Theologian in Conflict.” Pelotte suggests the original name of the clan, “the pilots,” that is to
say, “the leaders.” As a seminarian at St. Paschal Baylon, Bishop Pelotte did his undergraduate work
at John Carroll University, and is an alumnus of the Class of 1969. His ordination on May 6, 1986, at
Red Rock State Park — with the Zuni and Apache dances and music of several traditions, and the
ever-present wind — left a lasting memory in those who were present, including a large Ohio delega-
tion. Bishop Pelotte sees himself, as every believer, as a traveler, a pilgrim; the arrows on his epis-
copal device suggest a cross of strength; he likes to quote St. Francis DeSales, “Nothing is so strong
as gentleness, and nothing is so gentle as real strength.”



The Members of Alpha Sigma Nu, the National Jesuit Honor Society, wish to thank Rev. Francis J. Smith, S.].,
Professor of English, for accepting their commission to write a poem for the Class of 1987.

(For Baccalaureate Mass, May 23, 1987)
PRELUDE TO GREATER GLORY

Signs of special attention flash
unpredictably all around us

from stars in abundant galaxies to

protozoa lit by the cunning microscope.

I saw forsythia bloom this year in September,
spring shrub yellowing out of time

in a flame of floral whimsy.

And out at the zoo there's a strangeling
called Tasmanian devil that's kin to
carnivores like wolves and foxes

but is marsupial, feeds on plants

like koalas and leaping kangaroos,

splaying, pun-like, distant categories.

All creation from leaf to mountain

runs on, pulsing like quasars,

emitting subtle rays of magic energy,

our world in the ocean of the cosmos

truly an isle full of enchantment,

strange sights and awesome changes.

That a single cell decides to become a brain,
a brain that can rearrange love and landscape
into a sonnet or a symphony

is just as mysterious as angels

who nudge us from disaster.

Struck by panoramic wonders,

poets sing and scientists ponder,
teaching us to have the sense

not to miss anything.

And saints, whose kiblah lies

north, south, east, west,

from the garment of the sea

to the crown of the studded sky,
remove their shoes before the luminous
presence of Being in all things.

In our brief junket here we are free

to squander time like trash-hounds

or, awed before the rash rush of love
behind and inside the splendid universe,
free to scout the traces of design

and to gather, as we go, clues of eternity.

Our little earth is twice favored,

from the beginning blessed with atmosphere
that caresses the chlorophyll planet,
whirling near to cold Jovian moons

where no roses nor forests grow.

And then in time, under a star

that baflled pundits of the skies,

it was singled out and graced by God,
tinctured by the touch of Christ,

the source of all beauty and wonder.
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An American Indian prayer, recited by Bishop Pelotte, at the end of his Ordination Mass,
on May 6, 1986, in Red Rock State Park, New Mexico.

House made of dawn.

House made of evening light.
House made of dark cloud.
House made of rain.

House made of dark mist.
House made of pollen.
House made of grasshoppers.
Happily may we walk.

May it be beautiful before us.
May it be beautiful behind us.
May it be beautiful below us.

May it be beautiful above us.

May it be beautiful around us.
In beauty it is finished.



