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Iconoclasts 
We have often, perhaps very often, beeu told t he 

value of possessing and living up to an ideal. But 
the concept has seemed very vague and intangi­
ble to most of us and we have felt it to be be­
yond our reach. While thinking this, however, we 
have almost unconsciously, as i t were, acquired 
an ideal. We have in our mental eye singled out 
some man or men, smneth ing or someone, whon1 
we admire and whose qualities we would strive to 
acquir e or whose actions we would strive to 
imitate. Thus every rational being, no matter 
whatever his or her station in life may be, has an 
ideal, a model, a goal. "o matter how often or 
forcibly we strive to persuade ourselves that we 
have none, the more we think we are avoiding an 
ideal , the more closely are we unconsciously ap­
proaching one, be it good or bad. 

And though some like to deny the fact that they 
possess an ideal, all men nevertheless have a 
model which they strive to imitate. This longing 
for higher things is inbred in �u �~� from our child­
hood days. Take the child of six years. H e al­
ready has picked out hiR heroes and leaders, 
which even in his tender years will infl uence his 
habits and help his character. Be they real men 
or fi ctitious, dead or alive, known ot· obscure, rest 
assured that if they appeal to the child, he is go­
ing to imitate their lives most closely. He has 
t;i ven the great hero, Santa Claus, a fa verite 
niche in his li t tle heart and has found room for 
that great adventurer. Robinson Crusoe. To him 
the stately soldier and bra.ve and dashing Wash­
ington is peer of them all, and the brave sub­
duet· of the redskins, Buffalo Bill, seems to be 
just the type of tnan one would wish to be. The 
literature that we read and study after our early 
years i s a fut·tber source of ideals. Literature 
furnishes us with the greatest creations of the 
noblest and broadest minds and hence our minds 
are ennobled and broadened by livin g our lives in 
the immortal company brought into existence by 
tbe poets and novelists. And finally we find our 
ideal of ideals and our ultimate goal in the per­
son or our Lord. And so i t goes on from child­
hood to youth, from youth to manhood, whether 
consciously or unconsciously, man craves for, 
and find s, ideals. Tbe truncated systems of our 
imperfect natures are completed and filled out bY 
th is pursuit of ideals. 

If this then be our God-given heritage, what 
must be our feeling toward those who seek to 
destro)' this most priceless treasure of ours? 
Why such a one is a betrayer, a traitor, a vandal, 
an iconoclaRt in the worst sense of the word. 
Such a person is a moral coward himself and is 
striving to bring others to his own tow level. And 
where do we especially tlnd this destructive work 
ltoing on? You will discover a vast deal of it 
eouched in our modern legislation, and especially 
in that which pertains to education, a thing which 
concerns the child most. Not satisfied witb tak­
ing our Heavenly Ideal out of the schools one of 
our modern Iconoclasts in a recent. educational 
ronclave denounced the age-old and century­
worn :1-lotber Goose Rhymes, which the little tot 
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has heard at his mother's knee for the last four 
centuries. And the reason gl\'en was that ther 
did not contribute to the child's morals and were 
a waste of time! To comment on such people is 
us.eless for their ignorance and narrowness con­
vict them conclusively. And there are man; such. 
Some would do away with Christmas and others 
would do away with the beautiful legends con­
cerning the early Christian Saints and Martyrs. 
Shall we who profess to be true Christians and 
true Americans and who have cherished and 
treasured these tales and ideals in our hearts and 
been the better for doing so,-shall we now allow 
ours('[ vcs be roll bed of our birthright by these 
iconoclasts, these would-be moralists and reform­
ers 'I Our answer must be a decided one and un­
less we want our children to be impregnated with 
the grossest materialism we must take a de­
termined stand against such agitation or legisla­
•.ion.-E. J. C, �·�~�2 �.� 

"Expect Great Th ings" 
The last message of the late James Cardinal 

Gibbons to mankind was in a special manner a 
message to young meu . .Aud the essence of the 
message was, "l!;xpect great things." 

Surely that was an inspiring and invigorating 
message, coming as it did from one who spok"' 
rrom the fullness or a life of experience, who knew 
youth, understood them a11d loved them. 

And what, we may a"k, does the message mean? 
Has it a personal application? Assuredly it !1ns. 
It is common to all men, and especially the young, 
to aspire and hope iot· success. It matteJ"s nor. 
what pursuit he may choose, the dreams of youth 
are roseate. But oftentimes youtb is impalienl at 
the slowness with which he sees the crystal liza­
tion of hi s dreams, the attainment of his goal. He 
is quick to fall f rom the heights of hope to thP 
det>thR of despair. 

To these, then, the late Cardinal say s , "Expel"! 
great �t�h �i�n �~�s�.� De finn . be steadfast; the goal may 
be. distant. but it i " "orth tbe effort." 

The dreamer may tlt·eam. but if he does nnt ac­
complish al"o. his dream is like the mist of morn­
ing, which vanishes in the sun's flr st !Jeams. Only 
those can expect great things who are willinl!; tu 
pay the price demanded for them. An >:I that pt ice 
is one of s111cer"' and unrelenting endeavn,·. We 
sometimes become discouraged when we feel we 
have failed, but i f we remember !be admonition of 
the late Cardinal. who certainly was an example 
of what he taught, we shall attain tho great things 
we have so long expected. --H. J. G. 

The High Level Bridge bids fait· to outrank 
" Suicide Pier" from present indications. Tender­
hearted individuals may now be expected to advo­
cde tearing down this public nuisance and thus 
1·emove temptation from our frail brethren. 

The formation of a Hiking Club �i�~� a good idea 
if the present di spute between Concon and the 
men is not settled before �~�l�a�y� 1. Also, of course, 

mar be the recip ients of un unexpecterl vaca-
lion 

As far as we can see, the jitney may have some 
evcuse for its existence if used solely by Lake­
wood car-riders. 

lf an epidemic of "sliffneckilis" breaks out in 
Lhe college department, we know several good 
reasons. For irmtance, Cavanaugh·s lecture on 
"The Wonders of the Heavens·· or indulging in 
the popular >Jursuit of star-gazing from the front 
porch with 

We don't see why Gen. Wood should pine to go 

to the Philippines. 

[ PASTE AND SHEARS J 
The Puritan Sunday 

Within the last few months there has been a 
movement set on foot by some fanatics to bring 
back into force the old blue laws. e,;peciali y the 
Puritan Sundar. And from all reports this move­
ment seems to bt> well supported, for nearly ever; 
Protestant denomination in convention has 
pledged not only its moral hut its !lnnncial sup­
port as well. By the aid o[ an expert corps of 
lobbyists they intend to prC\ ail upon �C�o�n�~�r�e�s�s� to 
put their plan into an amendment to tlJe l!'ederal 
Constitution, probably much in the same way that 
Prohibition was embodied in the Constitution. 

They propose to elimonate all Sunday pleasures 
and amusements. Sunday baseball, Sunrlay 
mo\•ies, Sunday picnics, excursions, auto rides. 
papers must go, tbey sar. Instead, on Saturday 
night the pall of cteath will descend on tbe face of 
the earth and contrnue t ill :.Jonday �m�o�r�n�i�n�~�;�.� Our 
Sabbath may not he observed in a perfect way by 
all, but why make hypocrites of ourselves, pro­
claimin!( with a long face one day of the week: 
what w e do not believc in our hearts nor practice 
on the other· fHX. The trouble with the Puritan 
Sunday revival is that it has come too late and 
people have gotten too far away to be brought 
back suddenly by compulsion, even though the 
idea were good in itself. It would he a Puritau­
ism which would not purify. 

L ike all modern r·e[orms it merely �~�k�i�m�s� the sur­
face, but fai ls to strike at the heart or the evil. 
The innocent pleasure" of life must go, but the 
deadly evils of divorce, immorality, and licenti­
ousness ghall continue to p lay havoc with our 
�~�o�c�i�a�l� and moral wel fare.-The Laurel, St. Bona­
venture 's. 

Meter-Liter-Gram 
The general campaign being carried on 

�t�h�r�o�u�~�h�o�u�t� the English-speaking countries to se­
cure the adoption of the metnc system of weights 
and measures deserves the full support of all 
thinking people. Tbe campaign is supported by 
promineno organizations of intelligent men and 
women working [or the advancement or society. 

'fhe adoption of t his system by Lhe American 
people would mark a great forward stride in the 
scientific and commercial progress of the nation. 
Standardization of weights and measures is con­
ducive to better commercial relations between 
nations, which in turn creates a better political 
relationship. So far the chief objection to the 
a<h·ocated change seems to be that a great deal 
of confusion would obtain during lhe transition. 
This is truP. But IS this disadvantage at all pro­
portionate to the benefits to be gainer\ thereby? 
t t would not take long for the public to become 
accustomed to the much simpler rnetroc system. 
Other l eading nations have found it advantage­
ous. Why would not we• The old unstand­
ardized unscientific sybtem i' a constant em­
barassment and impediment to our commercial 
r·xpansion in Latin America where the metric S}'S­

tem is in almost universal usai(e. The ad\'ant­
ages of our manner or money calculation over the 
intricate Eng-lish system should be ample proof 
of the superioritr or the decimal system. Further­
more. scientifi c men e,·et·ywhere use the metric 
system in their work. Why not follow �t�h�~�i�r� ex­
ample in our commercial life? 'Vhether or not 
we may feel averse to any sweeping change In 
a matter such as this, the fact remains that no 
really good reason can be found why the change 
should not be made. On the contrat'Y, the recog­
nized advanta.::es of uniCormity and simplicity 
possesserl by the metric system are so patent as 
to demand its immediate adoption by the 
American natlon.-GonzagR, SpokanP, V.'ash­
ing;to n . 


